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William K. Powers : Yuwipi: Vision and Experience in Oglala Ritual  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Yuwipi: Vision and Experience in Oglala Ritual: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Incredible Insights into Oglala Tradition and BeliefBy Edward J. 
BartonThis book, by anthropologist William Powers, is an amazing insight into Oglala belief, culture and ritual in 
modern South Dakota. The book, mixing a scholarly insight with the feel of a novel, takes the reader through the 
shamanic healing of a Oglala man, and the sweat lodge, vision quest and Yuwipi meeting of the Oglala experienced by 
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his son as advocate, and the community of Oglala Yuwipi participants.Revolving around an aging Yuwipi man, Plenty 
Wolf, Power's unique insights, conection with the Oglala, unprecedented access and approachable writing style make 
the reader feel as if they are present at the event - the sights, sounds, smells and feelings jumping off the page into the 
reader's mind. Powers' anthropological prolouge and epilouge provide the reader with scholarly context, interpretation 
and insight.An amazing book, and one that anyone interested in Native American culture, comparative religion, 
shamanism or anthropology should read. Regardless of your wrld view, religious position or medical experience, the 
importance of shamanic healing in many cultures (including our own, with healing prayers and annointings) cannot be 
disputed, and this book will provide the reader with an appreciation of the Oglala tradition.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerAnswered many questions I had about this ceremony1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Yvonne Preteperfect condition, fascinating book.

A profoundly spiritual book, Yuwipi describes a present-day Oglala Sioux healing ritual that is performed for a wide 
range of personal crises. The vivid narrative centers on the experience of a hypothetical father and son in need of 
spiritual and physical assistance. The author combines the Yuwipi ceremony with two ancient Sioux rituals often 
performed in conjunction with it, the vision quest and the sweat lodge. Wayne Runs Again, suffering from alcoholism 
and worried about his fathers health, seeks out a shaman who, while bound in darkness, calls on supernatural beings to 
free him and to communicate. While the young man undergoes purification in a sweat lodge and waits on a hill for a 
vision, the community prays for him and his father. The ceremony serves not only to cure the sick but also to reaffirm 
the continuity of Oglala society.

". . . Powers achievement is significant and subtle: he preserves the most important words of a dying culture and 
makes a disguised, aching plea for its continuance."Village Voice 


