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Laura Lee Downs : Writing Gender History (Writing History)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Writing Gender History (Writing History): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great if brief overview of the field.By Pia Kate JakobssonSuitable 
for upper level undergraduate audiences and as an introductory text for graduate students. Assumes some familiarity 
with history as a discipline if you are reading it on your own, but so far (have not finished it yet) it does a really good 
job of situating gender history both in terms of changing feminist theory and in terms of the new directions in history. 
The focus is the US, England, and France, which works well for this sort of introductory overview. All in all, I am 
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quite favorably impressed, except for the inexplicable and unfortunate absence of any mention of the work of Gerda 
Lerner.

How has feminist scholarship changed history? Writing Gender History explores the evolution of historical writing 
about women and gender from the 1930s until the early twenty-first century. With chapters on the history of Europe, 
the USA, colonial India and Africa, the discussion moves from women's history to gender history, and then to 
poststructuralist challenges to that history. This revised edition includes an exciting new chapter looking at recent 
scholarship on race, gender and sexuality in colonial and transnational history, and on the history of the body. Highly 
accessibly but also encouraging new debate, this book provides students with a comprehensive understanding of 
gender history, as well as its possible future.

Puts the entire range of women's and gender history into context, showing how it challenges the conventional pieties, 
opens up new veins of research, and transforms our understanding of every aspect of history. Her command of the 
literature is simply astounding and her work is sure to be seen as a landmark in the development of the field of history 
in the broadest sense. Lynn Hunt, UCLA (first edition)Ingenuity and perspicuity shine through Laura Lee Downs 
superb distillation and analysis of women's and gender history. To understand accomplishments and changes in the 
field, put this book at the top of your list. Nancy Cott, Harvard University (first edition)About the AuthorLaura Lee 
Downs is Director of Studies at the Centre de Recherches Historiques, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales 
in Paris. 


