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Immanuel Wallerstein : World-Systems Analysis. An Introduction before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised World-Systems Analysis. An Introduction:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy mmmayshelpful for classO of O people found the
following review helpful. so if you found this book by academic means and are looking for a good perspective and
addition to World Systems theoryBy PWLA very solid overview of world-systems. Wallerstein is aleading theorist in
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thisarea, so if you found this book by academic means and are looking for a good perspective and addition to World
Systems theory, you should read this book.52 of 54 people found the following review helpful. System Analysis
Lives!By Retired ReaderWhen Robert Strange McNamara became Secretary of Defense in 1961, one of the innovative
ideas that he introduced was an analytic methodology called “Systems Analysis which was then in vogue in private
industry. The Pentagon then spent the next decade trying to figure out what Systems Analysis was and how it could
apply to military issues. Systems Analysisin point of fact is avery useful analytic tool that recognizes that problems
are best solved when viewed not in isolation, but as part of alarger integrated whole. While thisis a perfectly valid
analytic methodology, it fell out of favor as a management tool once it became apparent it was not a solution to bad
management styles ( such as those of McNamara himself).Y et while Systems Analysis was enjoying its moment in the
Sun, academic scholars from every discipline tried to adapt Systems Analysis to their particular discipline. Which
brings us to Immanuel Wallerstein and his book "World Systems Analysis." Wallerstein has postulated that a world
wide system could be described as a " Capitalist World Economy" and that system could be analyzed in accordance
with the principles of systems analysis. Several things need to be noted at this point. First, “Capitalist World Economy"
isinitself not a pejorative term, but simply describes a very specific kind of economic system. Second this term which
Wallerstein insists on using really is more widely known under the rubric of "Globalization" which indeed can be
studied by means of systems analysis. To his great credit Wallerstein has spent the last thirty years studying and
refining the application of systems analysis methodology to worldwide problems. While heis clearly influenced by the
works of Karl Marx ( and probably George Hegel as well), this does not negate his basic premise that the world can be
understood best in terms of world wide systems that can indeed be subjected rigorous analysis. A good and accessible
book that provides an aternative way of looking at the phenomena associated with Globalization.

In World-Systems Analysis, Immanuel Wallerstein provides a concise and accessible introduction to the
comprehensive approach that he pioneered thirty years ago to understanding the history and development of the
modern world. Since Wallerstein first devel oped world-systems analysis, it has become awidely utilized methodol ogy
within the historical social sciences and a common point of reference in discussions of globalization. Now, for the first
time in one volume, Wallerstein offers a succinct summary of world-systems analysis and a clear outline of the
modern world-system, describing the structures of knowledge upon which it is based, its mechanisms, and its

future Wallerstein explains the defining characteristics of world-systems analysis. its emphasis on world-systems
rather than nation-states, on the need to consider historical processes as they unfold over long periods of time, and on
combining within a single analytical framework bodies of knowledge usually viewed as distinct from one anothersuch
as history, political science, economics, and sociology. He describes the world-system as a socia reality comprised of
interconnected nations, firms, households, classes, and identity groups of al kinds. He identifies and highlights the
significance of the key momentsin the evolution of the modern world-system: the development of a capitalist world-
economy in the sixteenth-century, the beginning of two centuries of liberal centrism in the French Revolution of 1789,
and the undermining of that centrism in the global revolts of 1968. Intended for general readers, students, and
experienced practitioners alike, this book presents a complete overview of world-systems analysis by its original
architect.

At atime when globalization is at the center of international debate from Davos to Porto Alegre, an introduction to
world-systems analysis, an original approach to world development since the sixteenth century, istimely and relevant.
Thisisalucidly written and comprehensive treatment of its origins, controversies, and development by Immanuel
Wallerstein, its undoubted pioneer and most eminent practitioner.Eric Hobsbawm, author of Interesting Times: A
Twentieth-Century Life and The Age of Extremes. A History of the World, 19141991



