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William J. Duiker, Jackson J. Spielvogel : World History, Volume II: Since 1500  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised World History, Volume II: Since 1500: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. (For Homeschool)Excellent, Good Choice Of WritingBy 
PheeBeeWe got this book for homeschooling, and usually you wouldn't expect a history book to be so detailed and 
have reviews, tons of questions, lots of detailed pictures, etc. This book has a lot of pages, in the 1000's. This book is 
very nice! Has a nice choice of maps in the back, detailed descriptions for each unit, chapter, and section, has a 
detailed sense of writing, has questions for each chapter, section, and unit. Pretty much the best history book out there! 
We are very excited to begin the school year. This was the first textbook out of 5 that arrived on time, actually 1 day 
before the estimated delivery. I'd recommend adding up how many days a school year you'll be doing, and then divide 
the number of pages to find out how many pages you should work on a day. We've decided 2 sections daily. This book 
is just plain out awesome, hands down. I recommend for anyone who homeschools. :) The awesome thing about this 
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book is, for homeschoolers, you have a nice choice of questions to work on for each section! Very nice. It should be 
easy to work on yourself!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ServiceableBy Jere H LinkThis text was 
considered the most user-friendly in one appraisal, yet its parentheses on pronunciation intrude on the flow of many 
pages. In some respects the Strayer-Nelson and the von Sivers/Desnoyers/Stow textbooks are more substantive and 
better written. Duiker aims at the lowest common denominator, which may be defensible in some colleges, but it does 
not challenge students to read at a higher level. The layout also leaves something to be desired.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. A Book That Wears and TearsBy Gregorio OsorioI read through all of the book and it is 
super boring. It was difficult to pass the class that it was assigned for.

From the dawn of civilization to the modern dilemmas of nation building in Africa and the Middle East, WORLD 
HISTORY takes a fascinating look at the common challenges and experiences that unite the human past and inform 
the future. Authors William J. Duiker and Jackson J. Spielvogel's best-selling text uses colorful visuals, maps, and 
dramatic first-hand historical accounts to give readers a powerful perspective on the human experience over time. The 
easy-to-read narrative is organized around seven major themes (Science and Technology; Arts and Ideas; Family and 
Society; Politics and Government; Earth and the Environment; Religion and Philosophy; and, Interaction and 
Exchange), important to all cultures from all time periods, to help readers understand the course of world history and 
make connections across chapters.

"I do believe ... that this book integrates women's experiences much better than just about any other book I've looked 
at.""This text is superior to all other texts I have used in my classes over the years. It is rich, stimulating and fleshes 
out [the] time period for readers. I would recommend this hands down over any other text."About the AuthorWilliam 
J. Duiker is liberal arts Professor Emeritus of East Asian studies at The Pennsylvania State University. A former U.S. 
diplomat with service in Taiwan, South Vietnam, and Washington, D.C., he received his doctorate in Far Eastern 
history from Georgetown University in 1968, where his dissertation dealt with the Chinese educator and reformer Cai 
Yuanpei. At Penn State, he served as Chairman of the East Asian Studies Committee and as Chairman of International 
Programs in the College of Liberal Arts. He has written extensively on the history of Vietnam and modern China, 
including the highly acclaimed COMMUNIST ROAD TO POWER IN VIETNAM (revised edition, Westview Press, 
1996), which was selected for a Choice Outstanding Academic Book Award in 1982-1983 and 1996-1997. Other 
books are CHINA AND VIETNAM: THE ROOTS OF CONFLICT (Berkeley, 1987), U.S. CONTAINMENT 
POLICY AND THE CONFLICT IN INDOCHINA (Stanford, 1995), SACRED WAR: NATIONALISM AND 
REVOLUTION IN A DIVIDED VIETNAM (McGraw-Hill, 1995), and HO CHI MINH (Hyperion, 2000), which was 
nominated for a Pulitzer Prize. While Dr. Duiker's research specialization is in the field of nationalism and Asian 
revolutions, his intellectual interests are more diverse. He has traveled widely in the pursuance of his interests and has 
taught courses on the history of communism and non-Western civilizations at Penn State, where he was awarded a 
Faculty Scholar Medal for Outstanding Achievement in 1996. In 2002, the College of Liberal Arts honored him with 
an Emeritus Distinction Award.Jackson J. Spielvogel is Associate Professor Emeritus of History at The Pennsylvania 
State University. He received his Ph.D. from The Ohio State University, where he specialized in Reformation history 
under Harold J. Grimm. His articles and reviews have appeared in journals such as Moreana, Journal of General 
Education, Catholic Historical , Archiv fr Reformationsgeschichte, and American Historical . He also has contributed 
chapters or articles to The Social History of Reformation, THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE: A DICTIONARY 
HANDBOOK, Simon Wiesenthal Center Annual of Holocaust Studies, and Utopian Studies. His work has been 
supported by fellowships from the Fulbright Foundation and the Foundation for Reformation Research. At Penn State, 
he helped inaugurate the Western civilization course, as well as a popular course on Nazi Germany. He is the author of 
HITLER AND NAZI GERMANY (7th Edition, 2013) and WESTERN CIVILIZATION, first published in 1991 (9th 
Edition, 2015). Professor Spielvogel has won five major university-wide teaching awards. During the year 1988-1989, 
he held the Penn State Teaching Fellowship, the university's most prestigious teaching award. In 1996, he won the 
Dean Arthur Ray Warnock Award for Outstanding Faculty member, and in 2000 received the Schreyer Honors 
College Excellence in Teaching Award. 


