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Prof Dr Henri Stierlin : World Architecture: Islam (Taschen 25th Anniversary)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised World Architecture: Islam (Taschen 25th 
Anniversary): 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Very good introduction to Islamic architectureBy L. SchattmanThis 
book provides a very good introduction to early Islamic architecture from Mesopotamia to the Iberian peninsula. (As 
explained in the introduction, it does not cover Islamic architecture in Persia/Iran or south Asia.) The text is clear, well-
written and informative, providing a history of Islam through the lens of architecture and art. The buildings included 
are almost entirely mosques and palaces; the focus is on the masterpieces of Islamic architecture. Color photographs 
(many of them full-page) and architectural plans and diagrams grace every page, illustrating not only the buildings but 
also mosaics, murals, ivory and stone carvings, and illuminated manuscripts. There are abundant pictures of the 
architectural details that make these monuments so breath-taking.The paper quality is not up to Taschen's usual high 
standards, and some of the photographs are not as crisp as the publisher typically ensures. However, the majority of 
the photographs are very good, and at such a low price, the wealth of illustrations and information makes this book a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=3836510596


bargain. If you are interested in Islamic art and architecture, read this book, but don't let it be the only one!0 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Outstanding Taschen Quality in All RespectsBy Rare Book CollectorThis 
book meet's Taschen's platinum quality of excellence in quality of materials, printing, and "old world" traditional 
binding.

The products of a highly-developed architectural style even today bear witness to the greatness of Arabic culture. To 
the western eye, cities such as Jerusalem, Mecca, Baghdad or Cairo can seem utterly alien. It is not only the way of life 
that is unfamiliar, it is also the astoundingly varied architecture. This volume surveys more than six centuries of 
Islamic architecture, from the late 7th century to the mid-13th, placing mosques, Koran schools and palaces in their 
cultural, religious and political contexts. Distinctive features are its view of building as reflection of Moslem thinking, 
and its focus on the Arab world.With more than 200 colour photographs, numerous plans, chronological tables and an 
extensive glossary, this is a reference work which appeals to the expert and the travel-hungry reader alike.
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