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Jay Youngdahl : Working on the Railroad, Walking in Beauty: Navajos, Hozho, and Track Work  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Working on the Railroad, 
Walking in Beauty: Navajos, Hozho, and Track Work: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Just Read It!By Reckless ReaderJust read it! You won't be sorry you 
did!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Everybody should read this excellent book. It would take me 
way too long ...By Richard KatzEverybody should read this excellent book. It would take me way too long to explain 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0874218535


why. Just buy it and read it.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Buy This BookBy Terry Allen BakerA 
careful and passionate look into Navajo spirituality and, oddly for us but not for them, the history of Navajo railroad 
workers. I've never read a book anything like it.

For over one hundred years, Navajos have gone to work in significant numbers on Southwestern railroads. As they 
took on the arduous work of laying and anchoring tracks, they turned to traditional religion to anchor their lives.Jay 
Youngdahl, an attorney who has represented Navajo workers in claims with their railroad employers since 1992 and 
who more recently earned a master's in divinity from Harvard, has used oral history and archival research to write a 
cultural history of Navajos' work on the railroad and the roles their religious traditions play in their lives of hard labor 
away from home.

"Youngdahl's book explores fascinating and virtually unexcavated historical and cultural terrain. Curious about 
religiosity and cultural practices, Youngdahl has woven an unusual narrative which takes us deep into both the past 
and the present of the Navajos." William Deverell, author of Railroad Crossing: Californians and the Railroad, 1850-
1910 


