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Kikue Yamakawa : Women of the Mito Domain: Recollections of Samurai Family Life  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Women of the Mito Domain: Recollections of 
Samurai Family Life: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. True story of life in Japan's civil warBy Traveller and readerThis is 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0804731497


an essential volume for all those interested in nineteenth century Japan.16 of 16 people found the following review 
helpful. a realistic and engaging account of samurai lifeBy A readerThis is a very realistic and engaging account of 
samurai life just before the Meji restoration. Samurais are not idealised in this book, but instead their every day life is 
described. The focus is on women, as it retells history mainly from the view of the author's mother, but as women were 
completely dependent on men at the time, a lot of the account deals with how men as well as women lived. Topics 
such as school, dress, dwellings, amusments, family, marriage and divorce are covered, and at the same time the unrest 
in Mito domain before the restoration. The grandfather of the author had his own school and worked at the Office of 
Japanese History. He was one of the lower class samurai, but was recognized by the daimyo for his great learning and 
taught even his children at some point.If you want to understand Japanese society in the 19th century up to the 
Restoration, this is an extremly interesting book. Highly recommended!0 of 3 people found the following review 
helpful. I was very happy with and would buy from this dealer againBy Robin FThe product was as described. I was 
very happy with and would buy from this dealer again.

Based on the recollection of the author's mother, other relatives, and family records, this is a vivid picture of the 
everyday life of a samurai household in the last years of the Tokugawa period.

"The book is a treasure house of immensely informative material. . . . An important addition to the small body of 
English-language works on the conditions of late Tokugawa society, told at a very human level." (Comparative Studies 
in Society and History)Language NotesText: English (translation) Original Language: JapaneseFrom the Back 
CoverThe book is a treasure house of immensely informative material. . . . An important addition to the small body of 
English-language works on the conditions of late Tokugawa society, told at a very human level.Comparative Studies 
in Society and History 


