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Collected Studies):

H.C. Erik Midelfort has carved out a reputation for innovative work on early modern German history, with a particular
focus on the socia history of ideas and religion. This collection pulls together some of his best work on the related
subjects of witchcraft, the history of madness and psychology, demonology, exorcism, and the social history of
religious change in early modern Europe. Several of the pieces reprinted here constitute reviews of recent scholarly
literature on their topics, while others offer sharp departures from conventional wisdom. A critique of Michel
Foucaults view of the history of madness proved both stimulating but irritating to Foucaults most faithful readers, so it
is reprinted here along with a short retrospective comment by the author. Another focus of this collection is the social
history of the Holy Roman Empire, where towns, peasants, and noble families developed different perceptions of the
Protestant and Catholic Reformations and of the options the religious revolutions of the sixteenth century offered.
Finally, this collection also brings together articles which show how Freudian psychoanalysis and academic sociology
have filtered and interpreted the history of early modern Germany.

"This collection is an effective means of making more accessible some fine work by an eminent historian.' Sixteenth
Century Journal ... this collection highlights many of the recent trends and developments in the study of early modern
German history, especially the social history of ideas. It demonstrates the role that H.C. Erik Midelfort has played in
this historiographical discourse in the last forty years by bringing together a variety of his articlesin one neat volume.'
German History '... agenerous body of work aswell as an important one.' English Historical ... per la primavolta
Midelfort ha saputo mettere fonti diversein piA' stretto dialogo, fondendo e arricchendo diverse tradizioni
storiografiche. Inoltre, grazie a una notevole capacita di analisi, ha potuto proporre conclusion originali che hanno
messo in discussione alcune interpretazioni consolidate, come quellarelativa al coinvolgimento di masse nei processi.
Bibliotheque d'Humanisme et RenaissanceAbout the AuthorH.C. Erik Midelfort is Professor Emeritus at the
University of Virginia, USA.



