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Idries Shah : Wisdom of the Idiots  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Wisdom of the Idiots: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A yardstick!By Joseph HubenInsights are never made by linear 
progressive effort but by upending what appears to be the truth and discovering an entirely different path. The methods 
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of Sufis are experienced in this book. They are available to readers who have the key to unlocking the many doors 
encountered. What is the key? Clarity of vision, characteristic of innocent suspension of disbelief. "The Wisdom of 
Idiots" is a genuine measure of one's capacity.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Excellent ClassicBy 
Stephanie DunhamThis book contains stories you should set aside your first few minutes of the day to read, in order to 
reset your thinking so that all you experience, you embrace.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy CustomerInsightful

This work offers illustrative anecdotes used in Sufi teaching - most of these have been unpublished previously. The 
material is intended to open up a new world of understanding for the reader.

"... hilarious, usually unsettling stuff, whisking away the rug from under our favourite convictions and thinking habits 
..." -- Tribune, February 5, 1971"While the stories are delightfully entertaining, their real value lies in their potent 
psychological content." -- The Brook Postgraduate Gazette, March 1973From the PublisherA carefully chosen 
collection of illustrative stories, narratives, and anecdotes, which illustrate experiential philosophy and action training, 
used in Sufi teaching. The Sufis are the thinkers who called themselves "idiots" in contrast to the self-styled "wise". 
The stories of these self-styled "idiots" are in fact skillfully designed exercises in which the movements of the 
characters portray psychological processes. Widely acclaimed for its entertainment value and psychological interest it 
gained the citation "Best Book" at the Buenos Aires International Exhibition of Sufi books held in conjunction with 
UNESCO's World Book Year. The celebrated writer Nina Epton said in a BBC broadcast: "Seeds that Idries Shah 
sows in our Western path are chosen by a discerning modern mind, with a profound knowledge of the East and West. 
The best spiritual traditions, interpreted afresh, are applied by Idries Shah to our contemporary world. This is his 
contribution to our spiritual equipment - which consequently now finds itself considerably enriched."From the Back 
CoverA carefully chosen collection of illustrative anecdotes and stories used in Sufi teaching. 


