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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Maybe of interest to someone somewhereBy B. TupperThis has the 
feel of a Ph.D. dissertation dressed up for general release. I bought it to get a better idea of where the author was going 
in an article I ran across. It was not helpful for the purpose. The information varies between too detailed and too 
general, lacking focus, with too many cliches, tautologies, and generalities. It is too simplistic for research and too 
scattered for general Reading. Maybe a foreigner too young to have a sense for American culture changes of the past 
half century would find some use in it.

Historians of postwar American politics often identify race as a driving force in the dynamically shifting political 
culture. Joshua Zeitz instead places religion and ethnicity at the fore, arguing that ethnic conflict among Irish 
Catholics, Italian Catholics, and Jews in New York City had a decisive impact on the shape of liberal politics long 
before black-white racial identity politics entered the political lexicon. Understanding ethnicity as an intersection of 
class, national origins, and religion, Zeitz demonstrates that the white ethnic populations of New York had 
significantly diverging views on authority and dissent, community and individuality, secularism and spirituality, and 
obligation and entitlement. New York Jews came from Eastern European traditions that valued dissent and encouraged 
political agitation; their Irish and Italian Catholic neighbors tended to value commitment to order, deference to 
authority, and allegiance to church and community. Zeitz argues that these distinctions ultimately helped fracture the 
liberal coalition of the Roosevelt era, as many Catholics bolted a Democratic Party increasingly focused on individual 
liberties, and many dissent-minded Jews moved on to the antiliberal New Left.

Provocative. . . . Zeitz provokes and challenges assumptions, thus contributing to our understanding of a changing 
political landscape.--Jewish Book World"Engaging. . . . Brings to life what it meant to be either Jewish or Catholic in 
the 1940s and 1950s. . . . The prose is clear and the stories are interesting.--Brown Alumni Magazine--Alan Wolfe, 
Brown Alumni MagazineA fascinating account. . . . Supported by the rich material [Zeitz] has so ably presented. . . . 
The general reader will be fully rewarded for whatever effort it takes to read this book.--National Jewish Post and 
OpinionA richly textured analysis of ethnicity, religion, and class. . . . Essential reading for Catholic historians and for 
anyone interested in understanding late twentieth-century urbanization.--American Catholic StudiesAn ambitious 
book. . . . This book joins the growing literature on whiteness studies, but emphasizes, unlike so many others, the 
primacy of religious difference in shaping ethnicity. That is a significant contribution.--The Journal of ReligionA 
complex yet intriguing story. . . . Almost every critical reader will be surprised.--Journal of American Ethnic HistoryA 
fascinating account. . . . The general reader will be fully rewarded . . . by learning the extensive repercussions of 
ethnicity during the years after World War II which have lasted until this very day.--Buffalo Jewish Does a fine job of 
weaving personal stories with larger doctrinal ideologies and popular narratives. A useful corrective to the overly 
simple postwar story of ethnic pluralism.--Register of the Kentucky Historical SocietyA valuable and provocative 
exploration. . . . Offers us a perspective into the postwar era that is complex and fresh.--H-NetValuable for students of 
ethnic politics.--Journal of American HistoryNew York's liberal coalition was arguably the strongest in the country, 
but as Joshua Zeitz shows in White Ethnic New York, his fine new book on Catholic and Jewish politics in New York 
City, that coalition was fragile, even in its postwar heyday.--The NationAn interesting and, at times, trenchant account 
of ethnic relations after the war.--The Journal of Interdisciplinary HistoryA valuable contribution to the study of the 
ethnic and religious experience in New York.--Catholic Historical [A] fascinating book.--Catholic News Service This 
is an important book that will engage many readers with a persuasive yet controversial argument about a central 
feature of the postwar United States: the collapse of the New Deal coalition. The research is solid--at times stunning--
and Zeitz writes with flair.--John T. McGreevy, author of Parish Boundaries: The Catholic Encounter with Race in the 
Twentieth Century Urban North White Ethnic New York is an exciting, provocative book. Zeitz draws on Jewish 
traditions of dissent and Catholic traditions of authority to explain why the politics of New York's ethnic groups 
diverged in the postwar era. The book is a powerfully written analysis of the breakdown of the New Deal Democratic 
coalition in the 1960s and 1970s, with conservatism on the one side, and liberalism and radicalism on the other. Zeitz 
offers great insight into the relationship between religion and politics in a secularizing age.--Gerald Gamm, author of 
Urban Exodus: Why the Jews Left Boston and the Catholics Stayed In a truly perceptive analysis, Joshua Zeitz 
sensitively examines the differing attitudes of New York's postwar Catholics and Jews toward authority, community, 
dissent, and hierarchy. White Ethnic New York is a must read for all scholars of the history of post-World-War II 
American politics, law, and culture.--William E. Nelson, Edward Weinfeld Professor of Law, New York 
University.From the Inside FlapHistorians of postwar American politics often identify race as a driving force in the 
dynamically shifting political culture. Joshua Zeitz instead places religion and ethnicity at the fore, arguing that ethnic 
conflict among Irish Catholics, Italian Catholics, and Jews in New York City had a huge impact on the shape of liberal 
politics. With significantly diverging views on authority and dissent, community and individuality, secularism and 
spirituality, and obligation and entitlement, the liberal coalition of the Roosevelt era fractured, as Catholics bolted a 
Democratic party increasingly focused on individual liberties, and the dissent-minded Jews moved on to the anti-



liberal New Left. 


