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Sangharakshita : What Is the Sangha: The Nature of Spiritual Community  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised What Is the Sangha: The Nature of Spiritual Community: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This a brilliant book by the leading western Buddhism scholar who 
is ...By Antony RaymontThis a brilliant book by the leading western Buddhism scholar who is also a leading 
practitioner of the Buddhist Dharma. It includes a rivetting account of the development of spirituality over the millenia 
and illuminates the world we live in now. For any practising Buddhist it is essential reading.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. sanghaBy Voodoo ChildThis is a great opus, in which Sangharakshita is deeping into 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1899579311


concepts like "individual", "sangha", and "community", to explain fundamental ideas of buddhism

The usual image of the Buddha is of a man seated alone, deep in meditation. So it can be a surprise to find that 
Buddhism gives great importance to the Sangha, the spiritual community. Some may feel that their guru or teacher is 
all that they need. To others, the idea of sharing their inner and outer lives, triumphs and disappointments, with others 
can seem a challenge or even a threat. But the spiritual community is not about unthinking conformity or belonging to 
a comfortable group. Rather, it is the free association of developing individuals choosing to help each other along the 
path. To explore the nature of the spiritual community is also to examine what makes us true individuals. This 
exploration ranges from our relationships with spiritual teachers through our friends, family and fellow workers to the 
benefits the spiritual community can offer to the wider world.

About the AuthorA respected translator and author of over fifty books, Sangharakshita began studying BUddhism at 
the age of 16. After 20 years studying in India he returned to England and set up the Friends of the Western Buddhist 
Order which has over 65 centres worldwide, including the USA. 


