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5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. The enlightenment as questionBy D. FinemanWhile we still live in 
the ideological and political shadow of the enlightenment, we rarely entertain its complexity and differences. The 
enlightenment was more an arena of intellectual contestation than the simple progressive myth by which it is now mis-
characterized. These works long difficult to obtain restore our access to the dynamic exchanges that marked this 
exciting philosophical period.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy cacologyAn excellent 
collection of English translations of important, but seldom translated, texts.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. WHAT IS ENLIGHTENMENTBy K. GrubaughGREAT REFERENCE WORK. MANY MORE SUCH 
REFERENCE BOOKS SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR HIGH SCHOOL, COLLEGE, AND UNIVERSITY 
POST GRADUATE STUDENTS.
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This collection contains the first English translations of a group of important eighteenth-century German essays that 
address the question, "What is Enlightenment?" The book also includes newly translated and newly written 
interpretive essays by leading historians and philosophers, which examine the origins of eighteenth-century debate on 
Enlightenment and explore its significance for the present.In recent years, critics from across the political and 
philosophical spectrum have condemned the Enlightenment for its complicity with any number of present-day social 
and cultural maladies. It has rarely been noticed, however, that at the end of the Enlightenment, German thinkers had 
already begun a scrutiny of their age so wide-ranging that there are few subsequent criticisms that had not been 
considered by the close of the eighteenth century. Among the concerns these essays address are the importance of 
freedom of expression, the relationship between faith and reason, and the responsibility of the Enlightenment for 
revolutions.Included are translations of works by such well-known figures as Immanuel Kant, Moses Mendelssohn, 
Johann Gottlieb Fichte, and Johann Georg Hamann, as well as essays by thinkers whose work is virtually unknown to 
American readers. These eighteenth-century texts are set against interpretive essays by such major twentieth-century 
figures as Max Horkheimer, Jrgen Habermas, and Michel Foucault.

From the Inside Flap"Schmidt is excellently equipped, both as a scholar-historian of the Enlightenment and as a 
political philosopher, to present these issues. . . . [This] will be a classic source for students and scholars."Amlie 
Oksenberg Rorty, editor of Essays on Aristotle's Rhetoric 


