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Michael Newton : Warriors of the Word: The World of the Scottish Highlanders  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Warriors of the Word: The World of the Scottish 
Highlanders: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. it is the best publication, BY FARBy William WallaceIts a bit of a 
hard read! You really have to want to "learn" about the life and culture of the highlander to grind thru this book. BUT, 
it is the best publication, BY FAR, I have found on the lifestyle and culture of the Gaelic Highlanders! Believe me, I 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1841588261


have read a lot of books on the Scottish highlands and Isles !!!Michael Newtons book "Handbook to the Scottish 
Gaelic World" is basically the same info in this book.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Great read.By 
JeffThis book is a must for anyone with even a passing interest in the world of The Gaelic Highlander. It goes into a 
great deal of depth on a variety of subjects. I bought it as a way tyo learn more about the traditional Lifestyle of my 
Highland Ancestors so that I could pay better Homage to my Ancestors and Gods. This book does delve into the Pagan 
Lore of Highland Scotland and was very informative in that regard.I highly recommend this book for anyone who 
wishes to know more of the Gaels of Scotland.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Tha an leabhar seo 
math fhein gu dearbh!By Frederick N. BosworthThis book is great! It is highly readable, many cultural topics are 
thoroughly covered, it is very well seasoned with Gaelic idioms and sayings -- good Gaelic, too, and well 
translated!Anyone interested in the culture of the Scottish Highlands (or even Celtic culture in general) should have 
this book in his/her library. That goes double for anyone at all interested in Scottish Gaelic, but English-only readers 
will also find it very enjoyable. I have bought this book for friends and they are ecstatic with it.

Words have always held great power in the Gaelic traditions of the Scottish Highlands: bardic poems bought 
immortality for their subjects; satires threatened to ruin reputations and cause physical injury; clan sagas recounted 
family origins and struggles for power; incantations invoked blessings and curses. Even in the present, Gaels strive to 
counteract centuries of misrepresentation of the Highlands as a backwater of barbarism without a valid story of its own 
to tell. Warriors of the Word offers a broad overview of Scottish Highland culture and history, bringing together rare 
and previously untranslated primary texts from scattered and obscure sources. Poetry, songs, tales, and proverbs, 
supplemented by the accounts of insiders and travelers, illuminate traditional ways of life, exploring such topics as 
folklore, music, dance, literature, social organization, supernatural beliefs, human ecology, ethnic identity, and the role 
of language. This range of materials allows Scottish Gaeldom to be described on its own terms and to demonstrate its 
vitality and wealth of renewable cultural resources. This is an essential compendium for scholars, students, and all 
enthusiasts of Scottish culture.

A complete rewrite and massive expansion of the author's previous Handbook of the Gaelic World. Essential for 
anyone interested in the Gaelic world.About the AuthorMichael Newton is a lecturer in the Celtic Studies department 
of St Francis Xavier University in Nova Scotia. He was awarded a Ph.D. in Celtic Studies from the University of 
Edinburgh and is a leading authority on the literature and cultural legacy of Scottish Highland immigrant communities 
in America. He has written several books and numerous articles on many aspects of Highland tradition and history, 
and was the editor of DA'thchas nan Gaidheal: Selected Essays of John MacInnes, which won the Saltire Society's 
Research Book award of 2006. 


