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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. authors improveBy Dr. John A. C. GreppinI've read other books by 
Brinkley, and his recent stuff (he's a professor at Columbia) is very well written, and has tons of wonderful detail. This 
book, hyowever, on Fr Caughlin and Huey Long, is an early one, and lacks the maturity of his current work, But it's a 
good read.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Skip the TheoryBy J. SmallridgeRead a narrative history, 
this is a terrific work on two fascinating individuals. I learned a lot about Coughlin and Long from Brinkley's pages. I 
didn't appreciate -- or really care about -- the political theory that the author uses at the end of the book. I imagine this 
evolved from a dissertation so I can understand why it was included, but the book probably would have worked better 
without it.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy GusrpGood

The study of two great demagogues in American history--Huey P. Long, a first-term United States Senator from the 
red-clay, piney-woods country of nothern Louisiana; and Charles E. Coughlin, a Catholic priest from an industrial 
suburb near Detroit. Award-winning historian Alan Brinkely describes their modest origins and their parallel rise 
together in the early years of the Great Depression to become the two most successful leaders of national political 
dissidence of their era. *Winner of the American Book Award for History*

"This uncommonly good book helps to mark the maturation of the 20th-century American historiography."--David M 
Kennedy, The New Republic"History explicated by a master of the art... impressively well written in addition to being 
topical." --The Chicago Tribune Book World"It is not often that we get a book as good as this one about demagogic 
figures like Huey Long and Father Coughlin....A sensititve and subtle work moderated by grace and 
restraint....Brinkley's findings add to our knowledge of the leaders themselves, but more significantly to the nature of 
their appeal, their methods...and their relations with President Roosevelt....It would be well for American 
historiography should shis book mark a turn in predominant fashions." --The New York of BooksFrom the Inside 
FlapThe study of two demagogues, whose vast popularity explains much about Depression-era America.From the 
Back CoverThis is a book about two remarkable men-Huey P. Long, a first-term United States Senator from the red-
clay, piney woods country of northern Louisiana; and Charles E. Coughlin, a Catholic priest from an industrial suburb 
near Detroit. From modest origins, they rose together in the early years of the Great Depression to become the two 
most successful leaders of national political dissidence of their era. 


