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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Nice, scholarlyBy Geoffrey W. DennisNice, scholarly, nuanced
analysis. Some articles get down into the weeds of source variants and such, but all in al a great introduction. Some
wonderful Anaysid of themes of violence beyond ‘jihad.' Of course, the historicity of jihad in its 8-9th century Syrian
frontier context matters little to its modern practitioners, who treat the concept as universal and timeless, but
instructive for the rest of us.

How was violence justified in early Islam? What role did violent actions play in the formation and maintenance of the
Muslim political order? How did Muslim thinkers view the origins and acceptability of violence? These questions are
addressed by an international range of eminent authors through both general accounts of types of violence and detailed
case studies of violent acts drawn from the early Islamic sources. Violence is understood, widely, to include jihad,
state repressions and rebellions, and also more personally directed violence against victims (women, animals, children,
slaves) and criminals. By understanding the early development of Muslim thinking around violence, our
comprehension of subsequent trends in Islamic thought, during the medieval period and up to the modern day, become
clearer.

"The book provides a sense of the highly complex and fluid role that violence played in Islamic thought over the
course of several centuries, atarget that the book undoubtedly strikes." -- Michael Hope, SituationsAbout the
Authorlstvn Krist-Nagy is a Lecturer in Arab and Islamic Studies at the University of Exeter. Heis the author of La
pense d'lbn al-Mugaffa’ (2013).Robert Gleave is Professor of Arabic Studies at the University of Exeter and was
Director of the Legitimate and Illegitimate Violence Project 2010-13. His most recent publications include Islam and
Literalism: Literal Meaning and Interpretation in Islamic Legal Theory (Edinburgh University Press, 2012).



