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Jennifer Scanlon : Until There Is Justice: The Life of Anna Arnold Hedgeman  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Until There Is Justice: The Life of Anna Arnold 
Hedgeman: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Highly recommended!By PBJennifer Scanlon has given us an 
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enormous gift in bringing the important background work of Anna Arnold Hedgeman to light. This is a well written 
book, adding much to the usual stories from those years of working toward civil rights.

A demanding feminist, devout Christian, and savvy grassroots civil rights organizer, Anna Arnold Hedgeman played a 
key role in over half a century of social justice initiatives. Like many of her colleagues, including A. Philip Randolph, 
Betty Friedan, and Martin Luther King, Jr., Hedgeman ought to be a household name, but until now has received only 
a fraction of the attention she deserves. In Until There Is Justice, author Jennifer Scanlon presents the first-ever 
biography of Hedgeman. Through a commitment to faith-based activism, civil rights, and feminism, Hedgeman 
participated in and led some of the 20th century's most important developments, including advances in education, 
public health, politics, and workplace justice. Simultaneously a dignified woman and scrappy freedom fighter, 
Hedgeman's life upends conventional understandings of many aspects of the civil rights and feminist movements. She 
worked as a teacher, lobbyist, politician, social worker, and activist, often crafting and implementing policy behind the 
scenes. Although she repeatedly found herself a woman among men, a black American among whites, and a secular 
Christian among clergy, she maintained her conflicting identities and worked alongside others to forge a common 
humanity. From helping black and Puerto Rican Americans achieve critical civil service employment in New York 
City during the Great Depression to orchestrating white religious Americans' participation in the 1963 March on 
Washington, Hedgeman's contributions transcend gender, racial, and religious boundaries. Engaging and profoundly 
inspiring, Scanlon's biography paints a compelling portrait of one of the most remarkable yet understudied civil rights 
leaders of our time. Until There Is Justice is a must-read for anyone with a passion for history, biography, and civil 
rights.

"Regardless, readers who care about American religion and democracy have much to glean..."--Christian Century"This 
powerful and poignant book lays bare the extraordinary courage and wisdom of a grand freedom fighter usually 
overlooked-Anna Arnold Hedgeman. Don't miss it!"--Cornel West"Anna Arnold Hedgeman has long been excluded 
from positive credit in important civil rights conversations, though she was definitely critical to The Dream. In 
Jennifer Scanlon's important book, Hedgeman is finally receiving her due."--Nikki Giovanni, writer, commentator, 
activist, and educator"Anna Arnold Hedgeman's life and work exemplify the often ignored interweaving of civil rights, 
faith-based activism, and feminism in what scholars are coming to see as a long and broad civil rights movement that 
encompassed many arenas of struggle. By showing how Hedgeman mediated between white religious leaders and 
black civil rights activists, interracialism and black power, and issues of race and gender, Scanlon reshapes our 
understanding of the civil rights movement's leadership and legacies. Until There Is Justice is a moving, insightful, and 
truly necessary book, one that illuminates inexplicably ignored aspects of our common history."--Jacquelyn Dowd 
Hall, Julia Cherry Spruill Professor Emerita of History, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill"Scanlon provides 
excellent in-depth documentation in this first biography to be written about Hedgeman."--Library Journal"Scanlon's 
splendid study not only recovers Hedgeman's important career but also compels readers to rethink biases in history 
that exclude women's deeds from the historical narrative."--CHOICEAbout the AuthorJennifer Scanlon is William R. 
Kenan Jr. Professor of the Humanities in Gender and Women's Studies at Bowdoin College. She is the author of Bad 
Girls Go Everywhere: The Life of Helen Gurley Brown. 


