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Shibli Numani : Umar: Makers of Islamic Civilization  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Umar: Makers of Islamic Civilization: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Early IslamBy Pedro VillariasA brief account of the life and deeds 
of the second caliph. I have found it very interesting and informative .A good start point for less biased study of the 
subject.I disagree with the first review :the writer loves the man, it is true, but I think that if you want to know 
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Muslim's faith and psychology (that's my case) you must read Muslim's (believers) writings.Umar is "regarded as 
epitome of the just ruler" and a sort of San Paul of Islam: sworn enemy of the Muslims at first an one of the closest 
Prophet's Companions afterwards and finally his second successor with a similar "fall of the horse in the road to 
Damascus " too: a sudden conversion listening the Qur'an . A good deal of Qu'ran and key aspects of Islam (among 
them writing and editing the Qur'an itself, the call of prayer or the curtain to hide the Prophet's wives )have his mark 
.Quoting the text: "it is impossible to imagine the consequences for the history of Islam if Umar had not persuaded 
Abu Bakr that the Qur'an should be assembled and write out in a single volume ,...etc. The overall picture is the a very 
pious man with a very strong commitment with the cause of the Prophet.In sort: a good start point that leaves you with 
a strong desire to know more about the fascinating history of early Islam.0 of 4 people found the following review 
helpful. Outdated and DisappointingBy R. Ben MadisonThis repackaging of a 19th century work was unbelievably 
disappointing and shows no evidence of modern scholarship. This book is essentially a hagiography populated by 
saintly Muslims, lots and lots of wicked, scheming Jews, and obvious hero-worship from the author to his subject. It's 
fair if you're looking for overall events and chronology based on (late and unreliable) primary sources, but the author 
makes no effort at putting these events in any sort of cultural context. As a full-throated endorsement of Arab 
imperialism and colonialism this book is desperately insensitive, and its obsession with random Jews who pop up in 
the narrative only to assassinate good people and thwart their wonderful plans is embarrassing.

Honored by Muslims as the epitome of the just ruler, 'Umar, or Omar--the second caliph--is one of the greatest figures 
in early Islamic history. His rule (634-44 CE) laid the foundations of an empire that has since defined, both culturally 
and geographically, the heartlands of the Islamic world. Shibli Numani's classic account links the military conquests of 
the period with 'Umar's reforms in law, government and public administration. He describes the personal strengths, 
skills, and character of the caliph and evaluates 'Umar's contribution to the ethos of Islam.

About the AuthorShibli Numani was a distinguished Urdu scholar of Arabic and Persian who was active in the latter 
half of the nineteenth century. He was one of the circle of Indian Muslim intellectuals who, led by Sir Syed Ahmad 
Khan, founded Aligarh Muslim University in 1875. 


