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Dick B. : Turning Point: A History of Early A.A.'s Spiritual Roots and Successes  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Turning Point: A History of Early A.A.'s Spiritual 
Roots and Successes: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great valueBy Robert P. GreenBook is in great shape very quick 
delivery good info on the history of AA's roots very helpful for one's sobriety0 of 0 people found the following review 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1885803079


helpful. Five StarsBy kenneth d flattstill sober after 24yrs. a a really works today.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. AA HistoryBy Sandra HaddockI have shared from this book many times as it explains AA in more 
depth than the Big Book.

Ten years ago, Dick B. regarded this comprehensive volume of research and writing as his magnum opus. The reason 
is that its 776 pages brought together his detailed discoveries about the major historical roots of the A.A. movement--
the Bible, the Oxford Group, Rev. Sam Shoemaker's writings, Dr. Bob's Library, Anne Smith's Journal, and the 
religious literature early AAs read. The work was quickly acclaimed by the many scholars and AAs who read and 
endorsed it. And Dick believed he had covered the waterfront as to the spiritual history of early A.A. Certainly he had 
covered it in a way that no prior history had even approached in depth, content, and scope. Thus for those who wanted 
and want an accurate composite of the major contributing religious and spiritual factors that led to the founding of 
Alcoholics Anonymous in 1935, this is the appropriate reference source. It has, in fact, been used to teach classes, fill 
academic library spots, and educate those interested in spiritual recovery. But there was to be much more. As time and 
research continued, Dick delved into the nooks and crannies and came up recently with some 16 wellsprings of A.A. 
roots and ideas. The discovery neither negated nor outdated the contents of Turning Point. It simply made the picture 
more clear and detailed. Thus Dick's later books took several new turns: First, he looked into the actual cure situation 
in early A.A.; and he also looked into the origins and meaning of the so-called nonsense gods; that had developed in 
A.A. These absurd creations began calling a so-called higher power; a Coke bottle, a tree, a chair, a radiator, a light 
bulb, Something,Somebody,Gertrude, the Great Pumpkin, Santa Claus, and many many other idolatrous creations. 
Next, Dick looked more deeply into the individuals who had contributed ideas that became embedded in A.A. and 
even spawned some of the absurd names, half-baked prayers, and self-made religion (as A.A. co-founder Rev. Samuel 
M. Shoemaker characterized them for AAs). The individuals included William James, Carl Jung, Emmet Fox, Richard 
Peabody, William D. Silkworth, and others. In turn, this quest led him to other movements that had contributed to 
A.A.'s development both before and after 1935--United Christian Endeavor Society, Young Men's Christian 
Association, the Gospel rescue missions, the Salvation Army, and others. Dick then turned to writing books that would 
explain to AAs and others exactly how to utilize the history and founding sources to achieve recovery today. And at 
present, he has turned to biographical materials about Bill Wilson and Dr. Bob that will explain the source of their own 
particular ideas and practices as those were transmitted into the early A.A. program--conversion, Bible studies, prayer 
meetings, morning meditation, and even revival techniques. The search and research go on. But Turning Point remains 
the turning point that describes in much detail how the early AAs turned to the one, true, living God for the solution to 
their problems, and used His Word to tell them more.

An amazing accomplishment of research and scholarship, this 11th title from Dick B. about the source and foundations 
of A.A. -- Steps for Recovery, April, 1997Dick describes in great detail biblical teachings used by A.A., teachings of 
Sam Shoemaker, and role of Dr. Bob's wife. -- Theology Digest, publication of St. Louis Univ., Spring 1998About the 
AuthorDick B. is an active, recovered A.A. member, retired attorney, Bible student, and sponsor of more than 100 
men in their recovery. He has spent 18 years researching the spiritual roots of A.A., traveled widely, spoken at 
seminars and panels and conferences, and had 32 titles published on the subject. He is a Phi Beta Kappa, former Case 
Editor of the Stanford Law , and has been a church president, and community leader. Many have dubbed him A.A.'s 
leading historian today. 


