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Estelle Glaser Laughlin : Transcending Darkness: A Girls Journey Out of the Holocaust (Modern Jewish 
History)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Transcending 
Darkness: A Girls Journey Out of the Holocaust (Modern Jewish History): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Must read book about the Holocaust and what followed for one 
familyBy JCThis book is so inspirational. One of my favorite things is that it tells the story of what happened to her 
and her remaining family members after they were liberated. The additional struggles they faced could have been soul-
crushing, but Ms. Laughlin has an amazing spirit. Both from a human interest perspective and a historical perspective, 
this is a book I highly recommend.I was lucky enough to see Ms. Laughlin speak at my local library this summer. She 
is a national treasure and her story is wonderful.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Former student 
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praises the author and her message.By Elizabeth Throckmorton KellettWritten by my sixth grade teacher, she was an 
inspiration and mentor to me when I needed someone to care. She told me her story, although at that time she didn't 
share it with all her students. She taught me strength, courage, and to never give up. I can''t wait to read this and am 
thrilled that I came across her book, written after all these years. Her words always calmed me and made me pay 
attention and listen. Everyone should read this book for it's a story we must never, never forget.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. The most complete survivor of the Holocaust biography that I ...By Sylvia L. SchraderThe 
most complete survivor of the Holocaust biography that I have read. Most detailed of life before, during and after the 
ordeal. I was honored to hear the author speak at the Holocaust Museum in Washington, DC this summer.

Please, Mama, I dont want to live like this, pleaded twelve-year-old Estelle Glasers older sister as they watched the 
bodies of friends dangle from the gibbet in the center of Warsaws Apel Platz. I cannot take the indignities and 
brutalities. Lets step forward and make them kill us now. But Estelles mother fiercely responded to her two daughters: 
No! Life is sacred. It is noble to fight to stay alive. Their mothers indomitable will was a major factor in the trios 
survival in the face of brutal odds. But Estelle recognized other heroes in the ghetto as well, righteous individuals who 
stood out like beacons and kept their spirits alive. Their father was one, as were hungry teachers in dim, cold rooms 
who risked their lives to secretly teach imprisoned children. Estelles memoir, published sixty-four years after their 
liberation from the concentration camp, is a narrative of fear and hope and resiliency. While it is a harrowing tale of 
destruction and loss, it is also a story of the goodness that still exists in a dark world, of survival and renewal.

Told in colorful prose and with powerful detail, this intensely personal Holocaust story brings history to life in the way 
only a first-person account can. --Jewish Book Council 


