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Jerry Bentley, Herbert Ziegler : Traditions Encounters, Volume 1 From the Beginning to 1500  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Traditions Encounters, 
Volume 1 From the Beginning to 1500: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Bland and slightly biasedBy Greg, the CleanerLet's simplify this into 
a pro/con formatPros:-Well assembled, full paged material with insightful photographs-Matte texture to minimize light 
reflection-Lay-flat design-Decently priced and available for rentCons:-The writing is absolutely bland and vanilla. 
Sure, we know that we all emigrated from the mid-eastern region over the course of 60k years. This book does nothing 
different to illustrate this point nor to provide any meaning to it. The maps are the same maps I've seen in my other 
classes and even resembles of some material found in high-school texts.-This book needs footnotes for the amount of 
claims it makes. 'The people of Austrailia used a rudimentry canoe system to navigate from what is now Ginuea to the 
main continent'-The authors found it appropriate to provide shifty arguments as to why religion isn't valid. Sure, that's 
your viewpoint, but nowhere else in the text is this kind of counterpoint style exerted.4 of 4 people found the following 
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review helpful. I never did get used to the way this book ...By Deborah J. RiceI never did get used to the way this book 
was put together. It seemed rather Hodge podge. It wasn't in chronological order of the years, I would think that I was 
understanding a subject and then I realized I had been moved into a different century. It was frustrating.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. I do not believe the narrative is very interesting even ...By james b. sullivanI do 
not believe the narrative is very interesting even for history majors. The authors seem to go over board inmaintaining 
their theme of encounters between civilizations. I used this text becauseit was an emergency situation where I did not 
have time to review more than one alternativein filling in for a colleague.

Connect students to the stories of history. Connect students to the experience of history. Connect students to success in 
history. At McGraw-Hill, we have dedicated the past few years to deepening our understanding of student and 
instructor experience. Employing a wide array of research tools including surveys, focus groups, and ethnographic 
studies, we've identified areas in need of improvement to provide an opportunity for greater learning and teaching 
experiences. The fifth edition of Traditions Encounters is a result of this. Traditions Encounters also has a rich history 
of firsts: the first world history text to take a truly global perspective on the past; the first to emphasize connections 
among cultures; the first to combine twin themes with a seven-part framework, making the huge story of world history 
more manageable to both teach and learn. Now Traditions Encounters becomes the first truly interactive world history 
program: one that marries groundbreaking adaptive diagnostics and interactivities with a captivating narrative and 
engaging visuals, creating a unique learning environment that propels greater student success and better course results. 
Instructors gain insight into students' engagement and understanding as students develop a base of knowledge and 
construct critical thinking skills. Chapter-opening vignettes and a lively narrative keep students turning the page while 
the adaptive questioning for each chapter and the personalized study plan for each individual student help students 
prepare for class discussions and course work. With its hallmark of twin themes, Traditions Encounters continues to 
tell the story of the cultures and interactions that have shaped world history, while adding redesigned maps, new 
primary sources, and new chapter- and part-level features that strengthen connections and prompt students to analyze 
the events and themes in order to build a greater understanding of the past and an appreciation of history's influence on 
the present. Students are no longer simply reading; they are reading, interacting, and engaging in a visual, auditory, 
and hands-on learning experience. Give students an experience. Improve course participation and performance. 
Experience Traditions Encounters, and experience success.

About the AuthorHerbert F. Ziegler is an associate professor of history at the University of Hawai'i. He has taught 
world history since 1980 and currently serves as director of the world history program at the University of Hawai'i. He 
also serves as book review editor of the Journal of World History. His interest in twentieth-century European social 
and political history led to the publication of Nazi Germany's New Aristocracy(1990). He is at present working on a 
study that explores from a global point of view the demographic trends of the past ten thousand years, along with their 
concomitant technological, economic, and social developments. His other current research project focuses on the 
application of complexity theory to a comparative study of societies and their internal dynamics.Jerry H. Bentley was 
professor of history at the University of Hawaii and editor of theJournal of World History. His research on the 
religious, moral, and political writings ofRenaissance humanists led to the publication of Humanists and Holy Writ: 
New TestamentScholarship in the Renaissance (Princeton, 1983) and Politics and Culture in RenaissanceNaples 
(Princeton, 1987). More recently, his research was concentrated on global historyand particularly on processes of 
cross-cultural interaction. His book Old World Encounters:Cross-Cultural Contacts and Exchanges in Pre-Modern 
Times (New York, 1993) examinesprocesses of cultural exchange and religious conversion before the modern era, and 
his pamphletShapes of World History in Twentieth-Century Scholarship (Washington, D.C., 1996)discusses the 
historiography of world history. His most recent publication is The OxfordHandbook of World History (Oxford, 
2011), and he served as a member of the editorial teampreparing the forthcoming Cambridge History of the World. 
Jerry Bentley passed away inJuly 2012. 


