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6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Ancient ScandinaviaBy G Ronald MurphyVery thorough and 
detailed look at artifacts, and no shying away from attempt to interpret. Well written with the reader in mind. A 
scholarly delight.Ron Murphy0 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Loved this book!By Mike "Vinterulf" 
SmithLoved this book!5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. New methods, new insights.By svein Harald 
GullbekkA magistral discussion of cosmology in prehistorical and medieval societies from a professor of archaeology 
that has worked the field for many years. Interdisciplinary approaches provide new and useful insights through the use 
of archaeological evidence and narrative sources. A must read for anyone interested in the Old Norse society and 
religion.Dr. Svein H Gullbekk

The study of Old Norse religion is a truly multidisciplinary and international field of research. The rituals, myths, and 
narratives of pre-Christian Scandinavia have been studied and interpreted in detail relying mainly on Christian 
Icelandic literature from the Middle Ages. Here, Anders Andrn offers a long-term perspective on Old Norse 
cosmology and argues that the fundamental ideas of an ordered universe, time, and space in Old Norse religion can be 
studied in a dialogue between archaeology and the Icelandic narrative tradition. Ideas about the world tree, middle 
earth, and the sun can be traced in images and material culture from Scandinavian prehistory. By combining the 
prehistoric representations with the later written record the author presents a fresh and nuanced study of the fascinating 
Old Norse world.

About the AuthorAnders Andrn is professor of archaeology at Stockholm University. He was formerly professor of 
medieval archaeology at Lund University, and has also been a visiting scholar in Athens, Cambridge, Copenhagen, 
Heidelberg, Sydney, and Uppsala. 


