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Kevin Fickenscher : Toto's Reflections: The Leadership Lessons from the Wizard of Oz  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Toto's Reflections: The Leadership Lessons 
from the Wizard of Oz: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. You lead by what you areBy RGToto is a most stimulating book 
from a leading American medical thought leader. Contrary to most CEO like leader books, this is not a how-to with 
item list consistently applied. Instead the focus is on the character of the leader. It is on page 125 where we learn one 
early defining source of the authors narrative. He is standing on his father's family farm porch holding his father's 
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hand, absorbing the hail storm disaster that just destroyed the wheat and the farm when his father with quiet resilient 
fortitude states "Well, I guess we should get on with the rest of our life". Dr Fickenscher's book points to the attributes 
of character which will guide leaders and their corporate ships through challenging waters. The 15 "Lessons" are 
qualities necessary for those who lead. Values of Integrity, Commitment, Excellence and Responsive are imperative. 
Two quotes define the essence of character: "in the end, keeping our integrity is most important part of being a 
successful leader" and It is important to embrace the world and have no fear. One of the more interesting chapters is 
On Courage where the author states "Courage is commitment" and "Commitment is the energy that feeds the soul of 
followers". Forty-nine times "commitment" is found in this chapter. The very last paragraph of the chapter tells us how 
to bind the cornerstones of commitment and faith by the leader offering hope, the "foundation for integrity of 
leadership". Dr Fickenscher is asserting that the inner qualities exhibited externally drives success for the team. He is 
spot on.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I'm reading this book prior to an Athenian Dialogue 
sponsored ...By Barbara L DugenskeI'm reading this book prior to an Athenian Dialogue sponsored by the Wisconsin 
Municipal Clerk Association. On August 22nd prior to their annual meeting, members of our Association will get 
together on August 22nd to discuss the book and what we learned from it. I'm not finished reading it yet. However, I 
am very much enjoying it!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerA good, easy read. 
A different perspective written from the dog's point of view.

Running with the Big Dogs! In The Wizard of Oz, Dorothy's Toto was clearly a dog of character. He knew when to sit 
still, when to bark, and when to make a fuss. He was simply a real dog with real observations about real situations. 
And the Oz experience reinforced what his parents taught him as a small pup: Care deeply. Bark only when necessary 
but then, forcefully. Be curious. Express yourself. Embrace the world and have no fears. The story of Dorothy's 
journey to Oz has captivated generations of children and adults alike since it was first published by L. Frank Baum in 
1900. Dorothy's adventures have been analyzed from virtually every perspective-psychological, historical, economic, 
and the like-except from the perspective of the only other character that was with her every step of the way: Toto! 
Dorothy's little dog wrote this book and buried his manuscript in a can with an old bone on the original Gale 
farmstead. Dr. Fickenscher came upon it quite accidently and was given the opportunity to edit Toto's original 
thoughts on the Leadership Lessons from The Wizard of Oz, which he now shares with you. Of course, there are the 
usual thoughts on brainpower, heart, and courage, but in this book, there is much, much more. The many lessons of Oz 
will captivate your imagination and, no doubt, serve as a guide in your quest to become a better leader! Toto's 
Reflections will help you contribute to making a difference in the world, and challenge you to consider what you can 
do, starting right now, to make the world a better place!


