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Dan Fagin : Toms River: A Story of Science and Salvation  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Toms River: A Story of Science and Salvation: 

107 of 107 people found the following review helpful. It's PersonalBy Stephen M. DeBockFor nearly seven years, I 
worked as a lab technician at the Toms River Chemical Corporation. I remember the initial economic benefit the dye-
and-plastics manufacturing plant brought to the community and its philanthropic projects designed to ingratiate it with 
the population. I remember endorsing the company's effluent pipeline and its alleged efforts to be a good neighbor. 
That was then. Before the knowledge became public that the plant's Swiss masters were following a time-dishonored 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1610915917


tradition: from originally polluting the Rhine River, next to polluting the Ohio River, and finally to polluting the Toms 
River. Before we knew that waste organics were being secretly dumped onto the sandy soil, where they leached into 
the groundwater, polluting not only individual wells but the township wells too. Before the onset of the cancer cluster 
that claimed the lives of many children whose mothers' only sin seemed to be unknowingly drinking tainted water 
during pregnancy. This book delves deeply into the history of the dye industry and the lessons it brought to Toms 
River--unfortunately, after the fact. The thorough documentation, in the form of endnotes, often provides sidebars that 
are fascinating in themselves. This is not a book you'll read in one sitting. The science is detailed and sometimes 
overwhelms. The anguish of the families is palpable. And the political posturing and deception displayed by the 
players can stimulate outrage. As well they should.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Must have in 
your reading listBy Ms HoustonI had so many OMG moments, how can profit be worth more than human life?! Then 
again, money and profit have taken over. Used this text for an environmental class, makes you rethink everything and 
hopefully we are all better and more conscious consumers afterwards0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Compelling stuffBy Tony BracksAn interesting and well constructed book. Successfully brings together the history of 
the science with more recent tragic experiences. The subject matter exposes not only the historical limitations of a 
regulatory framework - which in theory is designed to protect our society, but also the existing limitations to this day.

WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE Winner of The New York Public Librarys Helen Bernstein Book Award A 
new classic of science reporting.The New York Times The true story of a small town ravaged by industrial pollution, 
Toms River won the 2014 Pulitzer Prize and has been hailed by The New York Times as "a new classic of science 
reporting." Now available in paperback with a new afterword by acclaimed author Dan Fagin, the book masterfully 
blends hard-hitting investigative journalism, scientific discovery, and unforgettable characters. One of New Jerseys 
seemingly innumerable quiet seaside towns, Toms River became the unlikely setting for a decades-long drama that 
culminated in 2001 with one of the largest environmental legal settlements in history. For years, large chemical 
companies had been using Toms River as their private dumping ground, burying tens of thousands of leaky drums in 
open pits and discharging billions of gallons of acid-laced wastewater into the towns namesake river. The result was a 
notorious cluster of childhood cancers scientifically linked to local air and water pollution. Fagin recounts the sixty-
year saga of rampant pollution and inadequate oversight that made Toms River a cautionary tale. He brings to life the 
pioneering scientists and physicians who first identified pollutants as a cause of cancer and the everyday people in 
Toms River who struggled for justice: a young boy whose cherubic smile belied the fast-growing tumors that had 
decimated his body from birth; a nurse who fought to bring the alarming incidence of childhood cancers to the 
attention of authorities who didnt want to listen; and a mother whose love for her stricken child transformed her into a 
tenacious advocate for change. Rooted in a centuries-old scientific quest, Toms River is an epic of dumpers at 
midnight and deceptions in broad daylight, of corporate avarice and government neglect, and of a few brave 
individuals who refused to keep silent until the truth was exposed.

From BooklistWhat was in the water in Toms River? A seemingly high number of childhood cancer cases in the New 
Jersey town prompted the question, but there turned out to be no easy answer. As Rebecca Skloots The Immortal Life 
of Henrietta Lacks (2010) investigated the tragic impact that unethical scientific pursuits had on a family, Toms River 
unravels the careless environmental practices that damaged a community. The book goes beyond the Toms River 
phenomenon itself to examine the many factors that came together in that one spot, from the birth of the synthetic 
chemical industry to the evolution of epidemiology to the physicians who invented occupational medicine. Former 
Newsday environmental journalist Fagins work may not be quite as riveting in its particulars as Skloots book, but it 
features jaw-dropping accounts of senseless waste-disposal practices set against the inspiring saga of the families who 
stood up to the enormous Toms River chemical plant. The fate of the town, we learn, revolves around the science that 
cost its residents so much. --Bridget Thoreson "It's high time a book did for epidemiology what Jon Krakauer's best-
selling Into Thin Air did for mountain climbing: transform a long sequence of painfully plodding steps and missteps 
into a narrative of such irresistible momentum that the reader not only understands what propels enthusiasts forward, 
but begins to strain forward as well, racing through the pages to get to the heady views at the end. And such is the 
power of Dan Fagin's Toms River, surely a new classic of science reporting. . . a sober story of probability and 
compromise, laid out with the care and precision that characterizes both good science and great journalism." 


