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Christians in social changeBy Brian GammillFor those interested in looking deeply at the mission of the church and its 
implications for engaging with and influencing the world around us, "To Change the World" is serious analysis that 
demands consideration. While Dr. Hunter writes with the discipline and rigor of a highly respected academic, his style 
is both accessible and thought-provoking. For those in other parts of the world, beware that the examples and context 
of this book is limited to the United States. Yet, the principles of social change and the analysis of the roles of 
institutions are universal. I recommend this for those Christians who aspire to change the world and/or disciple 
nations. Be forewarned: that task will likely require some change in your own thinking.3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. The intersection of theology, sociology, and cultureBy H. LiuHunter is an evangelical 
sociologist writing on how Christians or the Church should engage culture. The first part of the book presents a study 
of culture and what impacts cultural change. Hunter begins by providing us a general survey of how Christians desire 
to change the world; the common approaches that Christians at large have take to accomplish cultural change; how the 
common approaches lead to failure; he then presents an alternative view in eleven propositions (excellent); shows it's 
evidence working through history; then he addresses the cultural setting/economy of American Christianity as a weak 
culture; then he revisits the creation mandate. And that's just part one of three (358 page book). I recommend reading 
this book if you don't mind engaging with cultural sociology. I love this paragraph from Hunter:Let me say that the 
best understanding of the creation mandate is not about changing the world at all. It is certainly not about "saving 
Western civilization," "saving America," "winning the culture war," or anything else like it. The reason is that so much 
of the discussion surrounding this kind of world-changing is oriented toward the idea of controlling history. The 
presumption is both that one can know God's specific plans in human history and that one possesses the power to 
realize those plans in human affairs. There is a fine line between presumption and hope, as Aquinas observed, but in 
our culture, such presumption nearly always has tragic consequences (95).Hunter proposes that the role of the Church 
is to move towards what he calls "a theology of faithful presence" ... "the vocation of the Church is to bear witness to 
and to be the embodiment of the coming Kingdom of God" (95).The latter part of the book is more theological, Hunter 
presents the failed approaches of the Christian Right, the Christian Left, and the Neo-Anabaptist and presents a fourth 
approach entitled a faithful presence within. In summary, a theology of faithful presence, argues that Christians should 
be involved in every sphere of culture living out the presence of God's shalom towards all men. Hunter argues that 
even though we cannot change the world, we can still have an impact on culture, if and only if Christ' presence is lived 
out through believers in every realm of culture.For a balanced view on how the Church should engage culture read this 
book (Hunter), David Van Drunen's Living in God's Two Kingdoms, and Tim Keller's Generous Justice. I found 
Hunter's book cited in the endnotes of Generous Justice, stumbled on a few online reviews, and decided to read it. 
Conclusively, this book has made a profound impact on my understanding of Church and Society. This is a must read 
for pastors and theologians.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This is not an easy read. The book group 
used three sessions to ...By ShirleyThis is not an easy read. The book group used three sessions to discuss the various 
chapters of the book. Very good discussions that could go on longer than our time allowed. No easy answers.

The call to make the world a better place is inherent in the Christian belief and practice. But why have efforts to 
change the world by Christians so often failed or gone tragically awry? And how might Christians in the 21st century 
live in ways that have integrity with their traditions and are more truly transformative? In To Change the World, James 
Davison Hunter offers persuasive--and provocative--answers to these questions. Hunter begins with a penetrating 
appraisal of the most popular models of world-changing among Christians today, highlighting the ways they are 
inherently flawed and therefore incapable of generating the change to which they aspire. Because change implies 
power, all Christian eventually embrace strategies of political engagement. Hunter offers a trenchant critique of the 
political theologies of the Christian Right and Left and the Neo-Anabaptists, taking on many respected leaders, from 
Charles Colson to Jim Wallis and Stanley Hauerwas. Hunter argues that all too often these political theologies worsen 
the very problems they are designed to solve. What is really needed is a different paradigm of Christian engagement 
with the world, one that Hunter calls "faithful presence"--an ideal of Christian practice that is not only individual but 
institutional; a model that plays out not only in all relationships but in our work and all spheres of social life. He offers 
real-life examples, large and small, of what can be accomplished through the practice of "faithful presence." Such 
practices will be more fruitful, Hunter argues, more exemplary, and more deeply transfiguring than any more overtly 
ambitious attempts can ever be. Written with keen insight, deep faith, and profound historical grasp, To Change the 
World will forever change the way Christians view and talk about their role in the modern world.
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aspire. Because change implies power, all Christians eventually embrace strategies of political engagement. Hunter 
offers a trenchant critique of the political theologies of the Christian Right and Left and the Neo-Anabaptists, taking 
on many respected leaders, from Charles W. Colson to Jim Wallis and Stanley Hauerwas. Hunter argues that all too 
often these political theologies worsen the very problems they are designed to solve. What is really needed is a 
different paradigm of Christian engagement with the world, one that Hunter calls "faithful presence"--an ideal of 
Christian practice that is not only individual but institutional; a model that plays out not only in all relationships but in 
our work and all spheres of social life. He offers real life examples, large and small, of what can be accomplished 
through the practice of "faithful presence." Such practices will be more fruitful, Hunter argues, more exemplary, and 
more deeply transfiguring than any more overtly ambitious attempts can ever be. Written with keen insight, deep faith, 
and profound historical grasp, To Change the World will forever change the way Christians view and talk about their 
role in the modern world. Exclusive: A QA with James Davison Hunter Q: Why did you write To Change the World? 
Hunter: I wrote this book because I saw a disjunction between how Christians talk about changing the world, how they 
try to change the world, and how worlds --that is culture--actually change. These disparities needed to be clarified. Q: 
How does this build on your previous work? Hunter: One way it builds on my earlier work is that it provides a bigger 
picture of the nature of cultural conflict, why Christians seem to be neck deep in it, and why the approaches that they 
take in cultural conflict are so counterproductive. This is a response to some of the earlier work that I have done on the 
nature of culture wars and alternatives to them. Q: Who do you hope reads this book? Hunter: The audience I had in 
mind was the diverse communities that make up American Christians and their institutional leaders--those who think 
about the world we live in today and how best to engage it. Those who think about these matters will find here a useful 
guide. Q: What three things do you want readers to take away from reading this book? Hunter: The primary ways of 
thinking about the world and how it changes in our society are mainly incorrect. There is an answer to the question of 
how to change the world, but how it actually changes is different from how most people think. Most people believe 
that politics is a large part of the answer to the problems that we face in the world, and so a second insight would be 
the limitations of politics. Political strategies are not only counter-productive to the ends that faith communities have 
in mind, but are antithetical to the ends that they seek to achieve. A third thing that I would like for readers to take 
away is that there are alternative ways of thinking about the world we live in, and engaging it, that are constructive and 
draw upon resources within the Christian tradition. In the end, these strategies are not first and foremost about 
changing the world, but living toward the flourishing of others. From Publishers WeeklyTo change hearts and minds 
has been the goal of modern Christians seeking to correct a culture deemed fallen and morally lax. Hunter (Culture 
Wars), a distinguished professor of religion, culture, and social theory at the University of Virginia, finds this 
approach pervasive among Christians of all stripes and in every case deeply flawed. It can even undermine the 
message of the very gospel they cherish and desire to advance. In three essaysgroups of chapters developing a 
conceptHunter charts the history of Christian assumptions and efforts, investigates the nature of power and politics in 
Christian life and thought, and then proposes a theologically sound alternative: what he calls the practice of faithful 
presence. This practice has benevolent consequences... precisely because it is not rooted in a desire to change the 
world... but rather it is an expression of a desire to honor the creator of all goodness, beauty, and truth. Well reasoned 
and thought provoking, Hunter's corrective argument for authentic Christian engagement with the world is refreshing, 
persuasive, and inspiring. (Apr.) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights 
reserved. "How should Christians act in the world? The dominant answer in America today seems to be: through 
politics. But the major model of Christian political action, visible most obviously but not exclusively in the Christian 
Right, has been a politics fuelled by resentment and a sense of victimization, actuated by a strong will to power, and a 
propensity to demonize its opponents. This politics is a capitulation to the worst elements of the contemporary culture 
it claims to be redeeming. Hunter offers an acute end penetrating analysis of this paradoxical and distressing 
phenomenon, and carefully charts an alternative course for contemporary Christians, a form of 'faithful presence' 
within culture and society. The book is brimful of insightful challenges to our conventional understanding of things, 
and of inspiring suggestions for a new departure." -- Charles Taylor, author of A Secular Age "For anyone interested 
in American Christianity, whether believer or observer, this is an extraordinarily important and valuable book. 
Hunter's analysis of culture and the capacity of Christians to influence it (or not) is the most sophisticated and subtle I 
have ever seen, explaining why most treatments of the subject are gravely inadequate. His treatment of religion and 
power in the American context is similarly illuminating. Finally his theology of faithful presence offers a promising 
alternative to most of the approaches on offer today whether from liberals or conservatives. The encounter of social 
science and theology has often been vapid; Hunter shows how vibrant it can be." -- Robert Bellah, co-author of Habits 
of the Heart: Individualism and Commitment in American Life "No writer or thinker has taught me as much as James 
Hunter has about this all-important and complex subject of how culture is changed." --Tim Keller, author of 
Counterfeit Gods: The Empty Promises of Money, Sex, and Power, and the Only Hope that Matters 


