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Philip Bess : Till We Have Built Jerusalem: Architecture, Urbanism, and the Sacred  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Till We Have Built Jerusalem: Architecture, 
Urbanism, and the Sacred: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A pleasurable classic work of the New Urbanist movementBy Books 
n' music fanThis is simply one of our favorite books within the genre of community rebuilding and cultural cohesion. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=193223697X


That the author writes eloquently makes this book a true pleasure to read.Spoiler alert: Baseball fans will also find 
much to love about this book at its conclusion.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Architecture with a 
purpose!By Sandra K. McnamaraGreat treatise for putting some teeth into the "new urbanism" and what it should look 
like physically. A great vision for the development of urban neighborhoods.10 of 13 people found the following 
review helpful. a marvellous vision of how the world should buildBy Elias F. CrimIf the following paraphrase is not 
too crude a summary of Philip Bess' brilliant synthesis in this book, the author believes that we all carry a kind of 
moral DNA within us which not only urges us not to murder but not to allow urban sprawl to devour our landscape 
and kill our authentic civic life. How ironic that we Americans hunger for the beauty of European small towns, for 
example, but don't realize that their "human scale" is related to ancient notions of what cities are for -- to make people 
good (i.e., excellent). This is not a political nor a polemical tract: Bess takes the reader into serious philosophical 
waters and his emphasis on virtues-based theories of human behavior mirrors the current work of leading philosophers 
and psychologists like Alasdair MacIntyre and Martin Seligman.

The city comes into existence . . . for the sake of the good life. So wrote Aristotle nearly 2,400 years ago, articulating 
an idea that prevailed throughout most of Western culture and the world until the environmental consequences of the 
Industrial Revolution called into question the goodness of traditional urban life. Urban history ever sincefrom 
Englands early-nineteenth-century hygiene laws to mid-twentieth-century modernist architecture and planning to 
todays New Urbanismhas consisted of efforts to ameliorate the consequences of the industrial city by either embracing 
or challenging the idealization of nature that has followed it.Architect Philip Besss Till We Have Built Jerusalem puts 
forth fresh arguments for traditional architecture and urbanism, their relationship to human flourishing, and the kind of 
culture required to create and sustain traditional towns and city neighborhoods. Bess not only dissects the questionable 
intellectual assumptions of contemporary architecture, he also shows how the individualist ethos of modern societies 
finds physical expression in contemporary suburban sprawl, making traditional urbanism difficult to sustain. He 
concludes by considering the role of both the natural law tradition and communal religion in providing intellectual and 
spiritual depth to contemporary attempts to build newand revive existingtraditional towns and cities, attempts that, at 
their best, help fulfill our natural human desires for order, beauty, and community.

About the AuthorPhilip Bess is a Professor and the Director of Graduate Studies at the University of Notre Dame 
School of Architecture, and the principal of Thursday Associates in Chicago, a research and consulting office 
committed to rethinking American architecture and urbanism. The author of two previous books, his essays have 
appeared in Civitas, First Things, the ChristianCentury, the Classicist, and the Humanist Art , among many other 
periodicals. 


