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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This is a well written book by an author who ...By Lawn GnomeThis 
is a well written book by an author who considers himself an Evangelical by family upbringing, his religious training, 
and formal education. He is bold enough to question the gap between the dogma dispensed by the leaders of the 
religious right wing leaders of the Evangelic Movement and teachings of Jesus found in the Bible. He identifies the 
sources of many of these differences. He demonstrates the "selective " use of inerrant Biblical interpretation. He calls 
for a life of following Jesus as opposed to a life of following religious / political leaders.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. You want the truth? Think you can handle the truth?By tsovilShould be required reading in 
every college everywhere in the country. The TRUTH. Hard to take sometimes. So you think the Roe v. Wade case 
created the Religious Right? Think again. This will explain what really happened and give you the background on 
reaction to Roe v. Wade. Not the story you'll get today. Many great chapters to open your eyes. Read it!0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. A Breath of Fresh AirBy HotNanaFor several years now, my husband and I have 
felt alone and out of sync with our evangelical brothers and sisters. Randall Balmer has given voice to our feelings and 
frustrations. I can now take comfort in the hope that others like us are out there-concerned with Jesus's concern for the 
poor and not the Pharisees. May our tribe increase!

For much of American history, evangelicalism was aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition of slavery, 
universal suffrage, and public education. But contemporary conservative activists have defaulted on this majestic 
legacy, embracing instead an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the Republican Party platform. How has 
evangelical Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines ethnographic research, theological reflections, and historical context to 
examine the nature of the Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for liberal Christians to reclaim the noble 
traditions of their faith.

From BooklistDescribing himself as "a jilted lover" whose evangelical faith "has been hijacked by right-wing zealots," 
Balmer accuses those zealots of distorting the Gospel, ignoring the legacy of nineteenth-century evangelical activism, 
and failing to appreciate "the genius" of the First Amendment. They quote the Bible out of context while offering 
literalistic interpretations, in the process poisoning attempts at meaningful conversation and diminishing faith itself. As 
a political liberal and an evangelical Christian, Balmer doesn't find the two terms mutually exclusive. Yet the voices of 
his brand of quieter evangelicals are drowned in the din of the vocal Religious Right, for unlike the Pat Robertsons of 
the world, "we don't have radio or television programs, let alone entire media networks." Balmer insists that 
evangelicalism is a diverse movement--indeed, the most important social and religious movement in American history, 
"America's folk religion." In the measured tones befitting that diversity, he discusses abortion, homosexuality, school 
vouchers, and creationism. If he changes no minds, he still offers a welcome alternative to Religious Right railing. 
June SawyersCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved "(Randall Balmer's) analysis of the deceit 
and hypocrisy at the heart of the religious right is devastating." The Guardian "Balmer's prophetic, heartbroken new 
book (is) a short and thorough account of the current state of evangelical Christianity in the US." FT Magazine"About 
the AuthorRandall Balmer is Professor of American Religious History at Barnard College, Columbia University, and a 
visiting professor at Yale University Divinity School. Balmer has published ten books, including Mine Eyes Have 
Seen the Glory: A Journey into the Evangelical Subculture in America, which was made into a three-part documentary 
for PBS. He lives in Woodbury, Connecticut, with his wife, Catharine Randall, who is also a professor and an author. 


