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William D Wunderle, Combat Studies Institute Press: Through the Lens of Cultural Awareness: A Primer for
US Armed For ces Deploying to Arab and Middle Eastern Countries before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Through the Lens of Cultural Awareness: A Primer for US Armed
Forces Deploying to Arab and Middle Eastern Countries:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Author's CommentsBy V. WunderleOne of the distinguishing
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characteristics of the Long War, as the Global War on Terrorism is now known, is the cultural environment in which it
is being fought. In truth, however, the US Army has routinely operated in unfamiliar cultural environments throughout
its long history. The conditions in the Middle East today may be the most difficult in avery long time, and the Army is
making tremendous efforts to become more effective. Among the key points the author makesin this study is the need
for leaders to understand how culture affects military operations.In this book, the author briefly touches on some of the
historical roots of Iragi and Middle Eastern culture, but he focuses primarily on cultural conditionsin Irag today. He
also definesaway US military leaders can prepare for and conduct military operations through the lens of cultural
awareness. It provides a method for helping military commanders, staffs, and trainers engage successfully in any type
of operation with an emphasis on postconflict stability operations. It also suggests modifications to the traditional
intelligence preparation of the battlefield (IPB) and the military decisionmaking process (MDMP) to address the
analytical difficulties posed by the conduct of military operations within and among different cultures.Given the need
for rapid action during wartime, | believe this study will contribute significantly to the Army asit conducts operations
in the Long War.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Essential Reading for Foreign Policy
Professionals!!!By A.J.B.Army Lt Colonel William Wunderl€e's definitive work on cultural awareness for today's
soldier is essential reading for military and foreign policy professionals alike. His emphasis on understanding the
cultural context of those the US negotiates with and hopes to defend feels like common sense...until you realize that
Bill Wunderle is one of only avery few authors advocating this position. This book isincredibly readable and
illuminating--you won't want to put it down!

From the foreword. "This work also represents a slight departure from the norm for historical studiesfrom CSI. As
noted, it is not purely awork of history. This study goes beyond our normal practice of offering insights from the past
asit offers specific policy prescriptions for tomorrow. LTC Wunderle briefly touches on some of the historical roots of
Iragi and Middle Eastern culture, but he focuses primarily on cultural conditionsin Irag today. He also presents ideas
for modifying a number of the US Army's military decisionmaking processes and training programs.”

About the AuthorLTC William D. Wunderle is currently serving in the Joint Strategic Plans and Policy Directorate
(J5) on the Joint Staff as a Political Military Planner with responsibility for Iran, Syria, Lebanon, and the Palestinian
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Arabian Ministry of Defense and Aviation Joint Staff; Chief of Plans, Operations Officer, and infantry company
commander with the 82d Airborne Division at Fort Bragg, North Carolina; and Chief of Strategic Plansfor US Army
South and J3, Joint Security Brigade, Operation Safe Haven. Wunderle served as a consultant for the University of
Southern Californias Institute for Creative Technologies Enhanced L earning Environments with the Creative
Technologies (ELECT) projecta PC-based, bilateral contact-training module that allows US Army leaders to plan and
conduct a series of bilateral meetings. Wunderle is a nonresident associate at Georgetowns Institute for the Study of
Diplomacy and an adjunct instructor for the University of Maryland University College.



