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Rachel Elior : Three Temples: On the Emergence of Jewish Mysticism (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization)
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Three Temples: On the
Emergence of Jewish Mysticism (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. highly recommendedBy michael gbest book i've read on the dss,


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1904113338

zadokite priesthood, solar/lunar calendar and qumran research by an israeli professor who is an expert in her field.
rachel elior's speeches at universities and other venues can be seen on youtube if you are hesitant about her credentials.
just amazing to hear her take you down the rabbithole. the book is awell documented read but you have to take it
slow; it's sod level material! 0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Great Book! By areader\Worthy of
study, particularly if you're interested in 'the teachings of men', as opposed to an historically obscure and marginalized
thesis which teaches about God and the history of Judaism over the past 2500 years.| want to learn more on the two
opposing thesis presented in this book.Very scholarly; agreat deal of research went into this book.The book also has
plentiful footnotes with other books and texts noted.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Rachael Elior is
very thorough in her research and love for the TruthBy pamela matosThis is a must for those who want to know the
TRUTH concerning the way the Temple worship was conducted and the connection with Heaven and earth that has
been lost! Rachael Elior isvery thorough in her research and love for the Truth!

In this ground-breaking study, Rachel Elior offers a comprehensive theory of the crystallization of the early stages of
the mystical tradition in Judaism based on the numerous ancient scrolls and manuscripts published in the last few
decades. Her wide-ranging research, scrupulously documented, enables her to demonstrate an uninterrupted line
linking the priestly traditions of the Temple, the mystical liturgical literature found in the Qumran caves and associated
directly and indirectly with the Merkavah tradition of around the second and first centuries BCE, and the mystical
works of the second to fifth centuries CE known as Heikhalot literature. The key factor linking all these texts,
according to Professor Elior's theory, is that many of those who wrote them were members of the priestly classes.
Prevented from being able to perform the rituals of sacred service in the Temple as ordained in the biblical tradition,
they channelled their religious impetusin other directions to create a new spiritual focus. The mystical tradition they
developed centred first on a heavenly Chariot Throne known as the Merkavah, and later on heavenly sanctuaries
known as Heikhalot.In this way the priestly class developed an alternative focus for spirituality, based on a
supertemporal liturgical and ritual relationship with ministering angels in the supernal sanctuaries. This cameto
embrace an entire mystical world devoted to sustaining religious liturgical tradition and ritual memory in the absence
of the Temple. Thislyrical investigation of the origins and workings of this supernal world is sure to become a
standard work in the study of early Jewish mysticism.

"Rachel Elior's broad historical perspective on mysticism and the writers of the Dead Sea Scrolls demands that the
reader grapple anew with the essence of Jewish tradition." -- Joseph Dan, HaaretzAbout the AuthorRachel Elior is
John and Golda Cohen Professor of Jewish Philosophy and Jewish Mystical Thought at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. She has been aresearch fellow and visiting professor at University College London, the University of
Amsterdam, Oberlin College, the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, the Oxford Centre for Hebrew and Jewish
Studies, Case Western University, Y eshiva University, Tokyo University, and Princeton University. She is the author
of numerous works on Jewish mysticism and hasidism, two of which are also published by the Littman Library: The
Mystical Origins of Hasidism (2006), and Jewish Mysticism: The Infinite Expression of Freedom (2007). The
recipient of many honours, she was awarded the 2006 Gershom Scholem Prize for the Study of Kabbalah and Jewish
Mysticism by the Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities.



