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Ptolemy Tompkins: ThisTree Grows Out of Hell: Mesoamerica the Search for the Magical Body (Living
Planet Book) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised This
Tree Grows Out of Hell: Mesoamerica the Search for the Magical Body (Living Planet Book):
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4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Mystical origins of Aztec ritua violenceBy cave dwellerThere could
hardly be a culture more obsessed with violence and death than the Aztecs. This book sets out to find recognizable
spiritual motivations for violent practices that could easily be written off as just insane. Foremost is the suggestion that
the Aztecs, like most ancient peoples, longed for alost spiritual 'golden age', which for them might have entailed direct
experience of intense shamanic trance states. Perhaps they experienced something similar to the phenomenon of
shamanic dismemberment that Mircea Eliade documented in various other cultures, but after losing accessto this
experience the Aztecs began to re-enact it in physical form as human sacrifice. Another suggestion isthat the Aztec
empire sought a state of perpetual warfare as away to maintain each warriors awareness of imminent death in order to
give life the otherworldly intensity that they all craved. One or two pop-culture references are made, so I'll make one
of my own: the Aztecs are portrayed here as a sort of Fight Club culture writ large, intentionally crashing their
civilization and proclaiming, We just had a near-life experience! 0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Honestly conveys a gruesome culture that revolved around human sacrificeBy Richard KoenigsbergA great book.
Honestly conveys the horrors of Aztec society--their compulsion to suffer. Why do human beings create such
societies, so destructive and self-destructive. Western people have their own Sacrificial Rituals, however we barely
recognize them as sacrificial rituals. A good example isthe First World War. See my analysis of how nations sacrifice
their own people in NATIONS HAVE THE RIGHT TO KILL: https://www..com/Nations-Have-Right-Kill-
Holocaust/dp/091504223115 of 19 people found the following review helpful. Soft-Headed PC "Editorial Review"
AboveBy Impeach Drumpfl'm astonished by the political correctness of the main editorial review at the top of this
page. It suggests that the book was written to be a mirror on the modern day, that we have much to learn from ancient
mesoamerican culture.Make no mistake, thisis an excellent book. But what it really shows us is the depths of horror
and depravity that was pre-conquest mesoamerican culture. The Aztecs were monsters, but their only invention wasin
the refining of the horrors the Mayans, whom they conquered from within.The author provides details of the depravity
of the Aztecs. Thisis not abook for the squeamish.One of the key points of this book is that al the client peoples of
the Aztecs hated the Aztecs so much that the moment a new power (the Spanish) arrived, the subject people flocked to
them because they simply could not imagine any other situation that could be worse than life under the Aztecs. And
no, I'm not an apologist for the Spanish--neither am | willing to excuse the brutal, homicidal native culture that
thankfully is gone now.

Ptolemy Tompkinss spellbinding plunge into the history and meaning of Mesoamerican civilizationsfirst published a
decade agois more compelling now than ever. Combining scholarly knowledge with visionary perception and
sensitivity, he examines the Mayan, Aztec, and other related cultures from the perspective of that regions shifting
understanding of the human soul. A profoundly spiritual and ecological thread runs through this enlightening work
like ariver: despite their amazing achievements, these civilizations eventually crumbled because they lost touch with
their sense of community, their true natures, and their environments. Above al, Tompkins vividly reveals how
violence became a deeply flawed but powerful strategy for accessing the ever-retreating realm of the spirit, which had
once guided and directed human life.



