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From Brand: NYU Press : The Yad Vashem Encyclopedia of the Ghettos during the Holocaust  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Yad Vashem 
Encyclopedia of the Ghettos during the Holocaust: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. If you want information about a shetl or ghetto this is where you find 
it.By AnyccThis is a very important book as it is the only collection of histories of shetls and ghettos.In some cases 
these are the only records that remain. I found out all sorts of things about Grodno that I'd never heard before. Really 
quite stunning.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. An amazing reference workBy Elayne 
LetraunikThese books give details on all the Ghettos in Europe during the Holocaust, many of them very small. For 
any student of the Holocaust these books are invaluable
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A two-volume set.Seventy years after the outbreak of World War II, most of the European ghettos have still not been 
systematically researched. This pioneering two-volume encyclopedia gathers data from historical studies, testimonies, 
and documents dealing with more than 1,100 ghettos throughout Eastern Europe.This encyclopedia offers detailed 
entries on the various ghettos into which the Jews of Eastern Europe were confined during the Holocaust. Entries on 
each ghetto are written by scholars and specialists on their topic and include location, wartime name, and geographical 
coordinates, and, for the larger ghettos, information on life before World War II and during the Soviet occupation era, 
German (Nazi) occupation, ghetto structure, institutional life and leadership, terror and killing operations, underground 
resistance, and the number of survivors at liberation. They also describe the differences between each ghetto and 
examine the difficulties of daily life in the ghetto, coping strategies, and different forms of resistance.The first 
reference book of its kind, The Yad Vashem Encyclopedia of the Ghettos during the Holocaust is a valuable resource 
for diverse disciplines and is supplemented by a special DVD of wartime footage of ghettos filmed in real time during 
the Holocaust.

From Booklist*Starred * Historically, a ghetto is a walled quarter in a city to which Jews were restricted. During 
World War II, it meant something else. Ghettos established by the Nazis served as temporary locations for Jews forced 
from their homes. They remained there until they were shipped to forced-labor camps or death camps. While waiting, 
they endured harsh treatment, and many did not survive. This encyclopedia documents life in the ghettos of Eastern 
Europe and the reaction of the Jews to the incarceration and persecution that occurred there. An international team of 
scholars wrote and edited the introductory essays and 1,100 alphabetical entries in the encyclopedia. The essays 
provide an overview of the historical literature about the ghettos, information about the regions where they were 
located, and a discussion of photographs as historical documentation. The entries for each ghetto include its name in 
all relevant languages, its location, geographical coordinates, and information about the number of inhabitants and 
their lives before the German occupation. The date of the German occupation and the ultimate fate of the Jews housed 
there follow. These entries range in length from a short paragraph for small ghettos to several pages for large ghettos 
such as Warsaw, Budapest, and Lodz. Maps and photographs appear in many of the articles. Following the AZ entries, 
volume 2 contains an article about Judenhauser (Jew houses) policy in Germany, a List of Additional Ghettos and 
Camps in Transnistria, a glossary, a bibliography, photo sources, maps, a list of ghetto locations by country, and an 
index. A DVD contains historical photographs and film clips taken in some of the ghettos. This is an outstanding piece 
of scholarship that fills a gap in reference collections dealing with the Holocaust. There have been general works such 
as The Encyclopedia of the Holocaust(2000) and books about the Warsaw and Lodz ghettos, but this is the first 
comprehensive source dealing with the ghettos created by the Nazis. It is an essential work for academic collections 
supporting history, Jewish studies, and Holocaust studies. --Barbara Bibel The quality of the paper and illustrations 
here, as well as its more accessible organization and unquestionable scholarship, make it an invaluable reference tool 
for academic and large public libraries.-Library Journal, starred review Presents scholars and laypersons for the first 
time with a comprehensive view of the ghetto phenomenon which was so central to Jewish life during the Holocaust.-
Omer Bartov,John P. Birkelund Distinguished Professor of European History, Brown UniversityWhat sets off the Yad 
Vashem Encyclopedia from other similar works is its comprehensiveness.-Jewish Book WorldThis research tool 
makes a very high quality scholarly endeavor available to the scholars and general public.-Michael R. 
Marrus,Chancellor Rose and ray Wolfe, Professor Emeritus of Holocaust Studies, University of TorontoThis is an 
outstanding piece of scholarship that fills a gap in reference collections dealing with the Holocaust. There have been 
general works such as The Encyclopedia of the Holocaust (2000) and books about Warsaw and Lodz ghettos, but this 
is the first comprehensive source dealing with the ghettos created by the Nazis. It is an essential work for academic 
collections supporting history, Jewish Studies, and Holocaust studies.-Booklist Starred In spite of more than six 
decades of extensive Holocaust research, scholars and laymen have not hitherto grasped the full extent and nature of 
the ghettos phenomenon of the Nazi era. This encyclopedia, which presents the full array of ghettos in a variety of 
countries under the yoke of Nazi Germany and its allies, urges the rethinking of common wisdom on both the ghettos 
as such and on antisemitic policies during the Holocaust in general.-Dan Michman,Chief Historian, Yad Vashem, and 
Chair, The Arnold and Leona Finkler Institute of Holocaust Research, Bar-Ilan University"Drawing on the Hebrew 
Encyclopedia of Jewish Communitiesand survivor testimonies, an international team of scholars has written over 1100 
alphabetical entries about the ghettos throughout Europe. This set examines the details of each Holocaust ghetto 
individually, giving geographical and sociological aspects of each, along with other illuminating details, such as 
number of survivors." 


