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Huston Smith : The World's Religions (Plus)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The World's Religions (Plus): 

163 of 168 people found the following review helpful. Unsurpassed. A classic that well-deserves its high status.By 
Mark Canterin 2009 I wrote a letter to Huston Smith telling him that in my teens I had taken a course on world 
religions at Boston University and the professor had used as textbook Smiths The Religions of Man (now titled The 
Worlds Religions). I told Smith that I had recently become an adjunct professor of world religions at FSU and that 
after examining a dozen textbooks I could not find one that came even close to the beauty and understanding Smith 
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conveys in clear and eloquent prose in The Worlds Religions. Therefore, I chose to use his book as the textbook for all 
my comparative religion classes. Smith wrote back that my letter had arrived on his 90th birthday and he said, "I 
couldnt have asked for a better birthday present!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Smith Insight 
RevisitedBy RobPlestedA thorough presentation for instruction. Smith spent the later part of his working years on his 
first volume. One of my professors, when asked by his publisher for another edition after the third edition of his 
hallmark book on Church history was in print, said, "What for? I've already said everything that should be said."0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Superb book for first-time world religion readers as well as for use in the 
college classroom.By G. J. BlackburnHuston Smith, one of America's most respected religion scholars, provides in 
this book a superb resource for both classroom and non-academic reading. I teach a World Religions course at our 
local community college and utilize this excellent revised edition as an invaluable resource.

The Worlds Religions, by beloved author and pioneering professor Huston Smith (Tales of Wonder), is the definitive 
classic for introducing the essential elements and teachings of the world's predominant faiths, including Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, as well as regional native traditions.This revised and 
updated edition provides sympathetic descriptions of the various traditions, explaining how they work from the inside, 
which is a big reason why this cherished classic has sold more than two million copies since it first appeared in 1958.

From the Back CoverHuston Smith's masterpiece explores the essential elements and teachings of the world's 
predominant faiths, including Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, and the 
native traditions of Australia, Africa, Oceania, and the Americas.Emphasizing the innerrather than the 
institutionaldimension of these religions, Smith devotes special attention to Zen and Tibetan Buddhism, Sufism, and 
the teachings of Jesus. He convincingly conveys the unique appeal and gifts of each of the traditions and reveals their 
hold on the human heart and imagination.About the AuthorHuston Smith is internationally known and revered as the 
premier teacher of world religions. He is the focus of a five-part PBS television series with Bill Moyers and has taught 
at Washington University, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Syracuse University, and the University of 
California at Berkeley. The recipient of twelve honorary degrees, Smith's fifteen books include his bestselling The 
World's Religions, Why Religion Matters, and his autobiography, Tales of Wonder. 


