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Ann Monroe: TheWord: Imagining the Gospel in Modern America before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Word: Imagining the Gospel in Modern America:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Bible in American Life -- an InvestigationBy Orville B.
JenkinsT he author reports on and analyzes the way various churches and other Christian settings view the Bible, study
itand useitinlife. | found very interesting the contrast of four congregations in Colorado Springs.The author attends


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0664221416

church Bible classes, worship services and seminary course classes, then interviews various participants or leaders, for
arich, insightful perspective on therole of the Bible in the life of American Christians of various persuasions and
backgrounds.She reports her thoughts and observations while in these settings. This enables the reader to "participate”
in the event, and enter into her analysis. The personal contexts of the comments or questions that arise in each class are
instructive. The overall effect of this compilation and analysisis to provide a dynamic real-life picture of how the
Word of God connects with individual and communal daily lives. What constitutes the communication, where
connection points occur, how the insight arises and is appropriated. How differently the Word of a particular occasion
isreceived by different individuals. How two perceptions from individual s in the same class differ depending on their
personal background and situation.This volume has value as a popular cultural analysis, informing us of both the life
context and the theology "on the street" (or in the class). Most readers will gain value also from the personal
devotiona opportunity this provides for the reader to evaluate their own situation and engagement with the Word of
God. These vignettes and reflections present an occasion for each of usto consider what we understand that term
"Word of God" to mean - not just in theoretical terms, but in life terms. Another way of stating the focusisto ask,
"What constitutes "good news" (gospel) to each of these individuals and their communities?' This thoughtful but
readable book will help us see the cross-cultural character of the communication needed to makes sense to those who
need to hear the Good News. The book also provides comment on the state of ferment and confusion in the broad mix
of American culture, and how some churches are engaging that situation in practical ways, through these group
settings involving very different individuals who find themselves together seeking a Word from God.5 of 5 people
found the following review helpful. The best book on modern Christianity I've ever readBy A CustomerAnn Monroe
has written a deeply felt exploration of modern christianity. Told with humor and respect for differing opinions, her
account offers a new opportunity to examine an area of life that many have discarded as irrelevant. The Word
demonstrates that thisis far from the case. -- IM Kassb of 5 people found the following review helpful. An excellent
survey of the gospel in modern American cultureBy Midwest Book ReviewAnn Monroe's The Word explores the
words of the gospel in modern American culture, analyzing how the Bible is taught and studied today. Chapters use
interviews with renowned biblical scholars to consider the beliefs surrounding the Bible. An excellent survey.

Ann Monroe has written a fascinating book about the stunning variety of ways the Bible is preached, taught, studied,
and revered in the United States today. Based on interviews with biblical scholars, ministers, and Bible study groups
across the country, Monroe's book offers arich mosaic of the Bible in American culture.

From Publishers WeeklyWhat do Americans do when they read the Bible? This lucid, observant book by aformer
Wall Street Journal reporter captures awide variety of Christians engaging with their inescapable and sometimes
inexplicable sacred text. From the rarefied seminars of the Society for Biblical Literature to the carefully rehearsed
lectures of conservative Bible teacher Kay Arthur, Monroe clearly has areporter's knack for finding, and recounting,
the telling moment. The result is an impressively drawn and multidimensional portrait of the ways in which American
churches are helping (or not helping) their members grapple with Scripture. Monroe documents with painful precision
how little the Bibleis actually studied, much less understood, in both conservative and liberal camps. Anyone who has
attempted to lead a Bible study or who has participated in one will wince at Monroe's alarmingly apt vignettes of
discussions gone astray and self-expression masquerading as interpretation. At times the book wobbles unevenly
between journalism and theologizing (Monroe is clearly more adept at the former), and it is more limited in scope than
the subtitle would suggestAMonroe's account is poorer for not addressing the interpretive traditions of American
Judaism, Mormonism or Catholicism. With those caveats, thisis an exceptional book and a model of personaly
engaged reporting. Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalMonroe, ajournalist
specializing in religious topics, visited Christian Bible study classes around the country in churches of various
denominationsDconservative and liberal, biblical literalists, and those who interpret the Bible quite freelyDand
interviewed both the leaders and the participantsin order to understand how the Bible is used today. She also visited a
Billy Graham Reviva and a convention of the Society for Biblical Literature. Through description and quotation, she
gives ataste of each of these approaches to the study of the Bible. Monroe, a veteran of Bible study groups, shows that
the Bible continues to play a prominent role in America but in multifaceted ways. In the reading of the Bible, she sees
adialog between what the Bible offers and what the reader brings to it, a place of encounter with God. Monroe brings
areporter's approach, balanced but not uncritical, to her treatment of people gathered to engage in this dialog.
Recommended for most libraries.DAugustine J. Curley, Newark Abbey, NJ Copyright 2000 Reed Business
Information, Inc. In "The Word," Monroe works from a marvelous conceit: thesearch for the Bible as "a place of
encounter with God." She wants to understand why Americans, ostensibly so devoted to the Bible, bring so many
different attitudesto it and, perhaps more importantly, why we take from the Bible so many divergent interpretations. |
wish Monroe had been more intrepid in her search for mediating positions. How about a conversation with Douglas
Frank or Roberta Hestenes or Richard Mouw or Anne Lamott or others who have liberated themselves from the
shackles of literalism but who take the Bible seriously--very seriously indeed? The possihilities are as limitless as--



well, as limitless as interpretations of the Bible (Beliefnet, July 2000) -- From Beliefnet



