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Antonia Fraser : The Wives of Henry VIII  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The Wives of Henry VIII: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Certainly thorough, but . . .By Rum RunnerI'm a big fan of Antonio 
Fraser. Her Marie Antoinette biography was sensational. "Wives" is good, but can be really tough going most of the 
way through because of the incredibly complex genealogy of the English nobility of that age -- and she leaves hardly a 
single ancestor, cousin, brother-in-law or grandfather out.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An account 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=067973001X


of Henry VIII and his wives worth readin.By Elizabeth M. EmilssonFraser gave interesting portrait s of the wives of 
Henry the eighth. She insights on each of them that different from the romanticized versions I had read before. 
Although only two of them lost their heads , life was precarious in Henry 's court as he grew older and became more 
desparat to begat a son.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Take a look....By 
MarshaCouldntCareLessThe book was fantastic in a lot of ways. Miss Fraser covered all of the details I am already 
familiar with as an avid fan of Tudor history and biographies but she also threw some facts into the narrative that I am 
not so familiar with.If you haven't ready anything by her yet than this will be a good place to start. Highly 
recommended!

The New York Times bestselling history of the legendary six wives of Henry VIII--from the acclaimed author of 
Marie Antoinette. Under Antonia Fraser's intent scrutiny, Catherine of Aragon emerges as a scholar-queen who 
steadfastly refused to grant a divorce to her royal husband; Anne Boleyn is absolved of everything but a sharp tongue 
and an inability to produce a male heir; and Catherine Parr is revealed as a religious reformer with the good sense to 
tack with the treacherous winds of the Tudor court. And we gain fresh understanding of Jane Seymour's circumspect 
wisdom, the touching dignity of Anna of Cleves, and the youthful naivete that led to Katherine Howard's fatal 
indiscretions. The Wives of Henry VIII interweaves passion and power, personality and politics, into a superb work of 
history. 

.com When we think of the wives of Henry VIII, we tend to think of women who literally lost their heads. But Antonia 
Fraser opens the door to the political and cultural demands that shaped the destinies of the king and his royal wives. 
Romance, unfortunately, rarely had anything to do with it. And if you think the modern American media is too tough 
on political leadership, you oughta READ about the royal court in King Henry's day! That's one family you'd never 
want to marry into.From Publishers WeeklyFraser's scrupulously researched recuperative study of Henry VIII's six 
queens makes a major contribution to feminist scholarship. Illustrations. Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, 
Inc.From Library JournalFraser here attempts to provide a fuller view of the six women who unenviably danced 
around the maypole that was the corpulent King of England. Fraser, the distinguished author of many historical 
studies, including The Weaker Vessel ( LJ 8/84), portrays in fascinating detail the women who sought to be included 
in and were sometimes destroyed by the power structure of the times. Inevitably, more time is spent on Catherine of 
Aragon (after all, Catherine and Henry were married 24 years, whereas all five of his other marriages only totaled a 
little over ten years), and although Fraser claims to have tried to avoid any bias, she betrays a lingering sympathy for 
Henry's first queen. One cannot help but speculate, as the author does, what history would have been like if Catherine 
had provided Henry with a male heir. Not only were Henry's wives prisoners of their biology, but also Henry himself. 
Fraser's readable style, empathy for her subjects, and piquant use of historical details and anecdotes make this a 
satisfying addition to the history shelves. Recommended for all public and academic libraries. Previewed in Prepub 
Alert, LJ 7/92.- Katherine Gillen, Denver P . L .Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


