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John Grimes : The Vivekacudamani of Sankaracarya Bhagavatpada: An Introduction and Translation  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Vivekacudamani of 
Sankaracarya Bhagavatpada: An Introduction and Translation: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Go to the Heart of this Great Work.By Atisha DipankaraAs I greatly 
respect the Author of this Version, I do have to point out that it is a exoteric, and orthodox interpretation of this fine 
Treatise.The Charles Johnston 'Forgotten Books' Version of the Crest-Jewel of Wisdom is by far the most accurate and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1138277959


esoteric translation. That publisher's Type set and other changes as mentioned by them, do make it the best and most 
readable reprint available. Many of Sankara's other great writings are also included. You will not find them else where. 
"Viveka Chudamani".The Original 1946 Theosophical University Press Covina version is a Great edition also, Most 
worthy of picking up a pristine copy.The 1964 Watkins version is a complete rewrite;where over 25 years after his 
first Version, he decided to rewrite under a different perspective.Though worth having both... I would go with the first 
version if you desire a 'True Essence' translation. The Charles Johnston translations are simply the Only versions 
worth Reading.True Non Dualism...Advaita Sankara.

Advaita Vedanta is one of the most important and widely studied schools of thought in Hindu religion and the 
Vivekacudamani is one of the most important texts in the Advaita tradition and the most popular philosophical work 
ascribed to the great Indian philosopher, Sankara. Sankara (c.650-700) is considered to be a giant among giants and 
probably the most venerated philosopher in India's long history. The Vivekacudamani is in the form of a dialogue 
between a preceptor (guru) and a pupil (sisya) expounding the quintessence of Advaita in which the pupil humbly 
approaches the preceptor and, having served the teacher selflessly, implores to be rescued from worldly existence 
(samsara). The guru promises to teach the way to liberation (moksa) which culminates in the ecstatic experience of 
one's own Self. This book presents an accessible translation of the entire text and also includes Upanisadic cross-
referencing to most of its 580 verses, extensive notes, a lengthy Introduction, list of variant readings, an extensive 
bibliography, and an index to the verses. All those interested in Indian religion and philosophy, Hindu studies, or 
Sanskrit, will find this readable English translation of an Indian philosophical classic invaluable.

A very welcome addition to the available Vivekacudamani translations: earlier translations have none of the flow and 
fluidity of expression presented here. John Grimes' style is very engaging and difficult Advaitic concepts are expressed 
with ease and in a diction easy to follow. Students of HIndu religious and philosophical thought and those engaged in 
comparative religious and philosophical problems will find great interest in this work. T.S.Rukmani, Concordia 
University, Montreal, Canada A very good, comprehensive overview of Sankara and his philosophy. This excellent 
summary and survey will be very useful in classes studying Sankara, Sanskrti, Vedanta, or Indian philosophy more 
generally. Grimes makes the text come alive and make sense in the 21st century. Penetrating and inviting. Boyd 
H.Wilson, Hope College, Michigan, USA '... this is an important contribution to scholarship about Samkara and a 
reliable translation that rightly surpasses previous translations of this important text...' Hindu StudiesAbout the 
AuthorJohn Grimes is a professor at Kodaikanal International School, Kodaikanal, South India. 


