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Warden at Merton College Oxford University J M Roberts : The Triumph of the West: The Origin, Rise, and 
Legacy of Western Civilization  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised The Triumph of the West: The Origin, Rise, and Legacy of Western Civilization: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. CursoryBy J ZuluFor a basic overview on the origins and evolution 
of Western Civilization, a primer, this work is good. Analysis, on implications of western ideals and philosophy on 
current and future geopolitical outcomes is wanting. For deeper dives on the impact and implications of Western 
Civilization on world history see anything by Dr. Victor Davis Hanson.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Read thisBy ColeenThis author clearly shows us how the West and its unique ideas have shaped the entire 
World. Many things that we take for granted are not so for most of the people on Earth. The writer gives a very 
thoughtful perspective on some of the reasons why.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Very 
Comprehensive Treatment of the SubjectBy EngrManI had bought this book quite a few years back, and only recently 
revisited it to spend more time on this most fascinating subject. I found the book to be a very balance view of the 
development and impact of Western Civilization on itself and on the world. As it is was written in the 80s, it misses 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1470891530


the demise of the Soviet Union, the rise of China's economy, and the continuing turmoil in the Middle East, but this 
does little to diminish the relevance of Prof. Robert's story today.It is very comprehensive in treating the roots of W.C., 
its development and rise, as well as subsequent explorations and aggressive relationships with the rest of the world. It 
covers subsequent colonization and dominance, along with responses and repercussions. Prof. Roberts gives his take 
on what some regard the demise of the West and puts that into what I think is a proper perspective. He finishes with 
some thoughts about what this portends for the future and whether there will be - or is - such a thing as the "Post-
Western World".One area I found surprisingly missing in the development of Western thought, is that of The 
Renaissance which gets only brief mention.His description of WW1 and 2 as the "European Civil War" is an 
interesting idea.The book is replete with illustrations and color photos - befitting the fact that this book was companion 
to the BBC series upon which this was based.

Over the centuries, two important beliefs arose in Europe: a faith that man could order his own destiny, and the idea 
that progress was normal. But by 1900, doubts had arisen concerning traditional Western values. The continuing 
problems of world poverty, environmental deterioration, the inequality of women, and continued warfare pose real 
questions about the advancement of the human race. The Triumph of the West is noted historian J. M. Roberts' 
engrossing, well-reasoned, in-depth essay on the nature of the dominance of Western civilization and its ambiguous 
"triumph." Roberts' interest is not in judging the West's push toward greater cultural preeminence but in gaining a 
better understanding of the present by analyzing what got us here and, possibly, indulging in a bit of cautious 
optimism.

From Library JournalIn 1900, "Western" and "civilized" seemed synonymous, with Western culture spreading over the 
globe and bringing progress everywhere. Eighty years later, there is an uneasy feeling that Western hegemony may 
have shot its bolt. In this companion volume to a BBC series, a distinguished British historian looks at the 
development of Western culture and its universal influence. Even resistance to the West, Roberts points out, usually 
takes forms borrowed from Western culture. At its core, he concludes, Western civilization is an audacious 
championship of humans as a unique, change-making species and of the value of the individual. Larger collections 
should purchase; worth considering for any general collection. Nancy C. Cridland, Indiana Univ. Libs., 
BloomingtonCopyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.About the AuthorJ. M. Roberts (1928-2003) was born in 
England and educated at Oxford. After National Service, he returned to Oxford as a fellow. He held posts in the 
United States at Princeton and Columbia universities, among others. He was general editor of The New Oxford 
History of England and authored several influential books of history. 


