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Efraim Karsh : The Tail Wags the Dog: International Politics and the Middle East  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Tail Wags the Dog: International Politics and 
the Middle East: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating book that delivers on its thesis: most events ...By karen 
houseFascinating book that delivers on its thesis: most events on the Middle East are the result of regional forces more 
than interference-- or leadership --by big powers whether Britain after WWI or the US after WW II. Very counter to 
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conventional wisdom but he is convincing using historical incidents.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Five StarsBy Keith LongIf you thought the United States has much influence on what goes on in the Middle East, 
guess again.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A never ending warBy RonaldAn excellent review of 
politics in a violent Middle East

The continuing crisis in Syria has raised questions over the common perception of Middle Eastern affairs as an 
offshoot of global power politics. To Western intellectuals, foreign policy experts, and politicians, "empire" and 
"imperialism" are categories that apply exclusively to Europe and more recently to the United States of America. As 
they see it, Middle Eastern history is the product of its unhappy interaction with these powers. Forming the basis of 
President Obama's much ballyhooed "new beginning between the United States and Muslims around the world," this 
outlook is continuing to shape crucial foreign policy among Western governments, but in these pages, Efraim Karsh 
propounds a radically different interpretation of Middle Eastern experience. He argues that the Western view of 
Muslims and Arabs as hapless victims is absurd. On the contrary, modern Middle Eastern history has been the 
culmination of long-existing indigenous trends. Great power influences, however potent, have played a secondary role 
constituting neither the primary force behind the region's political development nor the main cause of its notorious 
volatility. Karsh argues it is only when Middle Eastern people disown their victimization mentality and take 
responsibility for their actions and their Western champions drop their condescending approach to Arabs and Muslims, 
that the region can at long last look forward to a real "spring."

"[F]ast-paced . . . Mr. Karshs account deserves credit for granting Middle Easterners their own agency . . . the authors 
perspective is refreshing." The Wall Street Journal[A] compact view of the traditionalist perspective on Middle 
Eastern geopolitics up to today. Library JournalAbout the AuthorEfraim Karsh is professor of political studies at Bar-
Ilan University and professor emeritus of Middle East and Mediterranean Studies at King's College London. A former 
director of the Middle East Forum, a Philadelphia think tank, he is editor of the Middle East Quarterly and Israel 
Affairs, and is writing A History of the Jewish People, to be published by Bloomsbury in 2018. 


