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Terrence Des Pres : The Survivor: An Anatomy of Life in the Death Camps  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Survivor: An Anatomy of Life in the Death Camps: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Profound and powerful read about overcoming overwhelming 
physical and mental ...By steve styersProfound and powerful read about overcoming overwhelming physical and 
mental atrocities. Anyone who reads this and walks away still delving in on one's life obstacles, missed one of the 
major points of this book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Simple survival was a heroic act.By 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195027035


sfcapeAnswered some questions I had about survival in the camps. Dignity was a saving grace, but sometimes choices 
were made that caused others to perish. Author was a bit heavy handed explaining the communist triumph of the 
survivors; only groups survived; individual effort was suicidal; politicos were first in line for best clothes, food; God 
was declared guilty of Nazi atrocities.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Well worth the emotionally 
difficult readBy FourierDetailed description of the essential elements of character needed to survive murderous 
prisons, mainly the Nazi concentration camps and the Soviet Gulag. They are surprising. Every man for himself did 
not work. An appreciation for life, and a willingness to help when possible, are two of the surprising traits that 
emerge.Highly recommended. First part is relatively uninteresting. Keep going.

An eloquent revelation that touches the foundations of what man is. Neither despairing nor conventionally hopeful, 
The Survivor describes the most terrible events in human memory. But what emerges finally is an image of man 
stubbornly equal to the worst that can happen.

"Remains a perfect analytic supplement for students reading (as mine do) the memoir literature (Wiesel, Levi, Tec, 
etc.) in courses on the Holocaust and its impact on survivors and, through them, on western imagination."--A.J. Slavin, 
University of Louisville"Powerful book! An intriguing look into the inner workings of the death camps. A must 
reading for anyone who wants to know just how inhumanly the Naqzis treated their victims."--Prof. Marvin Seperson, 
New England College"[A] very fine book."--Saul Lerner, Purdue University Calumet"A brilliant and beautifully 
written book about one of the ultimate human experiences."--E.O. Wilson, Harvard University"An important, 
tormented, tormenting book."--Elie Wiesel, Boston University"One turns the last page convinced that, doomsday 
prophecies notwithstanding, the human species will continue to resist and to survive."--Wassily Leontief, New York 
University"A horrifying, well-written, moving account of how men and women come to survive in the worst of all 
possible worlds."--The Washington Post"Infinitely touching and heartening."--Alfred Kazin, The New York Times 
Book About the AuthorThe late Terrence Des Pres was Crawshaw Professor of English Literature at Colgate 
University. 


