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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. The Truth Behind Europe Post WWIIBy THE-DEADLY -DOGHow
much do you actually know about Europe post-WWI1? If you are like the mgjority of people you'll know they made it
through the Cold War and that they are still around and host an Olympic event every now and then. Hitchcock's "The
Struggle for Europe" will open you eyes, will expand your knowledge and will elaborate on al of the deep, burning
questions you've ever had about Europe. Sitting down and thinking about my knowledge (even as a history major)
prior to reading this book, I am truly shocked at how little | knew.Thereis so much herein this book and so much
brought to the foreground that it's amazing it al fits together. That's another point | wanted to emphasize. This doesn't
read like atextbook, doesn't read like alecture, doesn't read like anything I've had the chance of diving into

before.Y ou'll absolutely loveit, you'll crave the information and you will forever be thankful the veil has been lifted.5
Informational Starsout of 5!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy AshleyGood read for
understanding European History.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy edgar medinagreat

From the ashes of World War Il to the conflict over Irag, William Hitchcock examines the miracul ous transformation
of Europe from a deeply fractured land to a continent striving for stability, tolerance, democracy, and prosperity.
Exploring therole of Cold War politics in Europes peace settlement and the half century that followed, Hitchcock
reveals how leaders such as Charles de Gaulle, Willy Brandt, and Margaret Thatcher balanced their nations interests
against the demands of the reigning superpowers, leading to great strides in economic and political unity. He re-creates
Europeans struggles with their troubling legacy of racial, ethnic, and national antagonism, and shows that while
divisions persist, Europe stands on the threshold of changes that may profoundly shape the future of world affairs.

"[S]hould be read and studied by a generation of students of European history. . . . One could not want a clearer
exposition and a better guide." Los Angeles Times Book Lively and insightful. . . . A thoughtful narrative that
challenges some previous assumptions about key events that shaped our world. The Washington Post Book
WorldSplendid. . . . Hitchcock is a gifted storyteller, with a knack for choosing the right anecdote and quotation to
enliven his story. The EconomistEnergetic and fluid. . . . A confident, sharp-minded account. Financial TimesEvery
now and then books come along that tell you who the master historians of the next generation are going to be. | had
thissense as | read Will Hitchcocks The Struggle for Europe. Shrewd, comprehensive, elegantly written, aways
convincing in its arguments, it is without question the most successful analytical synthesis of recent European history
now available. John Lewis Gaddis, Yae UniversityThere is nothing more important at this juncture of our history than
a crash course for Americansin modern European history. And there is no better place to start than with William I.
Hitchcocks book. . . . It deserves serious attention. Daily News TribuneA clear exposition of postwar developments. . .
. Sober and comprehensive. Publishers WeeklyL ucid, highly readable. . . . Scholarly without being tedious, a sturdy
companion to Richard Vinens A History in Fragments. Kirkus sTwo features of this book stand out: its easy, lucid
style, which allows deeply thought-out analyses to be slipped into the readable narrative; and the confident way it
treats regional complexities, from Ulster to Greece, yet preserves the larger picture of Europes remarkable
transformation. Thisis avery deft and mature work. Paul Kennedy, author of The Rise and Fall of the Great
PowersSuccinct and handy. . . . Itsanalysisis adept, well supported with statistics, and quite readable. Booklist
Concise. .. A classic account. . . . [The Struggle for Europe] has the priceless merit of clarity, indispensable to those
trying to pick their way through the European labyrinth. The Daily Telegraph (London)The nature of the task
[Hitchcock] has accomplished here should not be underestimated. In fewer than 500 pages of text he has synthesized a
mass of information, intelligently summarizing the latest state of play on awhole range of topics. . . . Alwayslucid and
the geographical rangeisimpressive. The Sunday Telegraph (London)An unassuming tour de force, The Struggle for
Europeis seamlessly structured, witty and elegant in its narration.The Scotsman (UK)The optimism is refreshing, and
this well-informed work is written in robust and readable prose. The Independent (London)Brilliantly concise, pithy,
and sometimes acerbic. . . If it istrue that nations that forget their history are doomed to repeat it, then The Struggle
for Europe ought to be part of a national curriculum. The Times (London)Written with an impressive level of
sensitivity and understanding. . . . Hitchcocks lively style and infectious enthusiasm for his subject have resulted in a
book which deserves to be widely read. Scotland on SundayStimulating and readable. . . . Hitchcock is aiveto the
dilemmas of European policy makers and statesmen. The Evening StandardFrom the Inside FlapFrom the ashes of
World War 11 to the conflict over Irag, William Hitchcock examines the miracul ous transformation of Europe from a
deeply fractured land to a continent striving for stability, tolerance, democracy, and prosperity. Exploring the role of
Cold War politicsin Europe's peace settlement and the half century that followed, Hitchcock reveals how leaders such
as Charles de Gaulle, Willy Brandt, and Margaret Thatcher balanced their nations' interests against the demands of the
reigning superpowers, leading to great strides in economic and political unity. He re-creates Europeans struggles with
their troubling legacy of racial, ethnic, and national antagonism, and shows that while divisions persist, Europe stands
on the threshold of changes that may profoundly shape the future of world affairs.From the Back Cover"Professor
Hitchcocks The Struggle for Europe is not only shrewd and comprehensive, but written with awit and vigour that
makesit areal joy to read. It deserves to be the standard work on the subject for many years to come."- Sir Michael



Howard, formerly Robert A. Lovett Professor of Military History, Yale"'This a perfect book for a university classroom
on postwar Europe. It is smartly written, lively, and firmly grounded in the new research coming out of Russian and
East Euopean archives. Hitchcock has a firm grasp on continental developments, from the disputed origins of the Cold
War to the new Europe of Maastrict, the Euro, and Brussels."-Norman Naimark, Robert and Florence McDonnell
Professor of East European Studies, Stanford University" Two features of this book stand out: its easy, lucid style,
which allows deeply-thought-out analyses to be slipped into the readable narrative; and the confident way it treats
regional complexities, from Ulster to Greece, yet preserves the larger picture of Europes remarkable transformation.
Thisisavery deft and mature work."-Paul Kennedy, author of Rise and Fall of Great Powers and Preparing for the
21st Century"With a sure grasp of political events, and sometimes frighteningly graphic accounts of Europeans
personal experiences as they dug out of war-devastated homelands, Hitchcock provides a comprehensive, detailed
analysis of how those Europeans--with, and sometimes despite, U.S. help--transformed the devastation into world
power that is now at the cutting edge of global change."-Walter LaFeber, Cornell University"Every now and then
books come along that tell you who the master historians of the next generation are going to be. | had thissense as |
read Will Hitchcocks The Struggle for Europe. Shrewd, comprehensive, elegantly written, always convincing in its
arguments, it is without question the most successful analytical synthesis of recent European history now available.
Thisisthe kind of book that could proudly cap the career of a senior scholar. That it comes from ayoung historian
with years of productive writing and teaching ahead of him bodes very well for the future of our profession."-John
Lewis Gaddis, Yae UniversityFrom the Hardcover edition.



