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Lewis Mumford : The Story of Utopias  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The Story of Utopias: 

11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Unreadable and therefore worthlessBy CustomerThis is a review 
from the Kindle edition of the text. The text must have been ripped from a Google scan since every page break is 
heralded by a ",, Google". This Kindle edition is laughably bad scan. Wacky-parsed letters occur practically every 
other sentence (i.e. "wliich" instead of "which") clearly indicating that there was no editor overseeing the quality of 
this scan. I don't understand how gets away with charging for something they obviously put no effort at all into 
producing.7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Lousy OCRBy Doc NiemanDon't waste your money for 
the Kindle edition (as I did). The editors either were absent or lousy at cleaning up the text after the OCR.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. An extremely poor copy of a master workBy Jacques LacroixAn extremely poor 
copy of a master work. The pages overflow with mistakes and it is not up to expectations! Printed on flimsy paper, the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1230446796


size is awkward and does not give one the desire to read it. This printing doesn't even show a date of publication or 
anything....quite sad for the printing industry. Absolutely do not recommend this version....as for the text, well worth a 
read, but in a readable format!

This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy 
of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1922 edition. Excerpt: ... 
CHAPTER TEN How the Country House and Coketown became the utopias of the Modern Age; and how they made 
the world over in their image. CHAPTER TEN 1 Now that we have ransacked the literature of ideal commonwealths 
for examples of the utopian vision and the utopian method, there remains another class of utopias which has still to be 
reckoned with, in order to make our tally complete. All the utopias that we have dealt with so far have been filtered 
through an individual mind, and whereas, like any other piece of literature, they grew out of a certain age and tradition 
of thought, it is dangerous to overrate their importance either as mirrors of the existing order or as projectors of a new 
order. While again and again the dream of a utopian in one age has become the reality of the next, as O'Shaughnessy 
sings in his famous verses, the exact connection between the two can only be guessed at, and rarely, I suppose, can it 
be traced. It would be a little foolish to attempt to prove that the inventor of the modern incubator was a student of Sir 
Thomas More. Up to the present the idola which have exercised the most considerable influence upon the actual life of 
the community are such as have been partly expressed in hundred works and never perhaps fully expressed in one. In 
order to distinguish these idola from those that have occupied us till now, we should perhaps call them collective 
utopias or social myths. There is a considerable literature that relates to these myths in French, one of the best known 
works being M. George Sorel's Reflections on Violence; and in practice it is sometimes rather hard to tell where the 
Utopia leaves off and the social myth begins. The history of mankind's social myths has still in the main to be 
written....

About the AuthorLewis Mumford (1895-1990) was a respected American historian, sociologist, philosopher of 
technology, and literary critic. He was particularly noted for his study of cities and urban architecture and its relation 
to the development of technology. Mumford has influenced generations of thinkers by his wide-ranging ideas on cities, 
ecology, and technology. Azafran Books was established with a clear aim in mind to make available a selection of 
classic books for todays contemporary readers. The books in our catalogue have been selected from a broad range of 
themes; such as philosophy (occidental oriental), mysticism magic, new thought, religion spirituality, folktales, 
mythology, cult fiction, poetry, social commentary, and psychology. Yet they all have a common theme, or purpose to 
stimulate our thinking and modes of perception. For this reason, they have been chosen to be re-published and re-
presented to the modern reader. Azafran Books have been re-edited, formatted, and presented with new design work 
they are NOT scanned copies with original errors. Our books have been carefully re-published to the highest of 
standards by a team of dedicated real people not an algorithm! Our aim at Azafran Books is to bring a range of 
stimulating books, many of them largely forgotten, to the attention of the reader today. In other words, to bring you 
Classic Books for a Contemporary World. 


