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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. interesting but expensiveBy Mr. GelekThis is a well-conceived and 
interesting book that provides the research to support Snouck Hurgronje's assertion (in "Mekka") that the Jawah -- 
pilgrims from the Malay world -- *were* forming a new archipelagic identity in the Middle East. Laffan counters 
Benedict Anderson's claim in "Imagined Communities" that the pre-national religious pilgrimages didn't set folks on 
new journeys but merely returned them to their old lives with elevated status. He charts the creation of a new identity 
that was politicized but not nationalist in the conventional sense.Now if only I could afford to own the thing...

Drawing on previously unavailable archival material, this book argues that Indonesian nationalism rested on Islamic 
ecumenism heightened by colonial rule and the pilgrimage. The award winning author Laffan contrasts the latter 
experience with life in Cairo, where some Southeast Asians were drawn to both reformism and nationalism. After 
demonstrating the close linkage between Cairene ideology and Indonesian nationalism, Laffan shows how 
developments in the Middle East continued to play a role in shaping Islamic politics in colonial Indonesia.


