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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Y es, indeed, you read the price amount correctlyBy Nora R.
HopeThisis amodern book, not an illuminated Arabic manuscript from the 13th century. Y ou might have expected to
send you a precious item at this price. But, surprise: Brill and afew other superb academic publishers exist to get the
word out that the highest quality of scholarship continuesin our universities. Dr. F. de Jong, as usual, has pulled off a
coup with this collection on Sufism and its nasty enemies.De Jong's writings are clear, concise, and weighty with
original research. Orientalist minus all the colonialist dross of the oldsters.So, urge your own college or university
library to splurge and buy this book for the shelves. The monitor screen has not alienated humanity from hard copy
books; quite the opposite. Look at the surge in hard cover book spending in recent years. Thisis one of those books
you (as scholar or student) will consult for yearsto come. But | still can't afford a personal copy!

Islamic mysticism was contested from the formative period of Islam till the present. Criticism of and opposition to
mystical conceptions of Islam and their adherents constitute an integral part of an ongoing debate inside the Islamic
tradition. Controversies and polemics concerning Islamic mysticism often shaped and coincided with socio-political
configurations. This volume results from a collective effort by a group of Islamicists and area specialists with a variety
of disciplinary orientationsto arrive at a comprehensive view of these controversies and polemics wherever and
whenever found. The thirty-five contributions and the introduction are united in their historicising approach, while
taking into account the wider socio-political context. Detailed indexes facilitate consultation of the work and give it an
added value as work of reference and research tool.

"This volume provides arich account of the divide between Sufism and its varous internal and external opponents ths
volume provides the requisite background for understanding the rise of contemporary fundamentalist Islam and te
place of anti-Suf rhetoric within it."* Aaron Hughes, "Religious Studies," 2001. " cet enorme ouvrage (829 p.)
contient 37 articles de grande qualite un instrument de travail parfait."' Th. Zarcone, "Journal of the History of
Sufism,” 2000. "' This volume is a superb resource for sf studies with much that is original, fascinating and
stimulating. Every scholar of" tasawwuf "who can afford it will wish to buy a copy; every university library with an
Arabic and Idlamic Studies Department™ should "buy acopy."' lan Richard Netton, "Bibliotheca Orientalis," 2000. ™ it
will become aclassic in the area of documenting polemics against sism, and avauable reference sourcein sf studies.
It is strongly recommended for purchase by all research institutions focusing on Islamic studies."* Omid Safi, "lslamic
Studies," 2000. "' This volume has ample information for anyone who would like to engage in a further investigation of
therole of Sufismin Isdlam."" Vaerie Hoffman, "Journal of the American Oriental Society," 2001. ™ comprehensive,
abundantly informative and thought-provoking volume "' L. Kropacek, "Archiv Orientanii,” 2001." This volume
provides arich account of the divide between Sufism and its varous internal and external opponents...ths volume
provides the requisite background for understanding the rise of contemporary fundamentalist Islam and te place of anti-
Suf rhetoric within it." Aaron Hughes, Religious Studies, 2001. '...cet enorme ouvrage (829 p.) contient 37 articles de
grande qualite...un instrument de travail parfait.’ Th. Zarcone, Journal of the History of Sufism, 2000. 'Thisvolumeisa
superb resource for sf studies with much that is original, fascinating and stimulating. Every scholar of tasawwuf who
can afford it will wish to buy a copy; every university library with an Arabic and Islamic Studies Department should
buy acopy.' lan Richard Netton, Bibliotheca Orientalis, 2000. ...it will become a classic in the area of documenting
polemics against sism, and a valuable reference source in sf studies. It is strongly recommended for purchase by all
research institutions focusing on Islamic studies." Omid Safi, Islamic Studies, 2000. 'This volume has ample
information for anyone who would like to engage in afurther investigation of the role of Sufismin Idam.' Valerie
Hoffman, Journal of the American Oriental Society, 2001. '...comprehensive, abundantly informative and thought-
provoking volume..." L. Kropacek, Archiv Orientanii, 2001.About the AuthorFrederick De Jong is Professor of Islamic
Languages and Cultures at Utrecht University. Bernd Radtke is Associate Professor of Arabic and Persian Studies at
Utrecht University.



