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Sheila S. Blair : Islamic Inscriptions  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Islamic Inscriptions: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. excellent scholarship and beautiful photosBy Brian WatsonI am an 
artist doing work based on kufic calligraphy and am always looking for materials that present information on said 
calligraphy. The items covered in Ms Blair's book are wonderful, and I learned much more about the culture that 
produced them as well. A wonderful book.

The first object created by God, according to early Muslim commentators, was the pen, which he used to chronicle 
events to come. The word, in its various manifestations, is central to the Islamic faith. Surely a reflection of this 
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centrality, profuse inscriptions mark countless Islamic objects, from the humblest oil lamps and unglazed ceramics to 
the finest and most expensive rock crystals and jades. The inscriptions serve numerous functions: decorating, 
proclaiming ownership and patronage, proffering good wishes and proverbs, and spreading religious texts throughout 
the world. Aside from their aesthetic worth, these inscriptions provide a fascinating window onto a distant culture. In 
Islamic Inscriptions, Sheila S. Blair a wealth of stunning images and incisive commentary, while also providing the 
newcomer to Islamic civilization with a key to unlocking the mysteries of Islamic epigraphy. In addition to chapters 
devoted to the main types of inscription, detailing the development of their content and style, inscriptive techniques, 
and the motivations behind them, the book provides practical knowledge on finding, identifying, interpreting, 
researching, and recording inscriptions. The variety and clarity of information presented makes Islamic Inscriptions an 
ideal reference for historians, curators, archaeologists, and collectors.

"Are they needed? To be sure. The Darwinian industry, industrious though it is, has failed to provide texts of more 
than a handful of Darwin's books. If you want to know what Darwin said about barnacles (still an essential reference to 
cirripedists, apart from any historical importance) you are forced to search shelves, or wait while someone does it for 
you; some have been in print for a century; various reprints have appeared and since vanished."-Eric Korn, "Times 
Literary Supplement"About the AuthorAn independent scholar of Islamic art and architecture, Sheila S. Blair has 
taught and lectured at many universities in the United States, Europe, and the Middle East, and has published widely, 
including her collaboration with Jonathan Bloom on The Art and Architecture of Islam 1250-1800. 


