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M. A. Shaban : Idlamic History: Volume 2, AD 750-1055 (AH 132-448): A New Interpretation before purchasing
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Islamic History: Volume 2, AD 750-1055
(AH 132-448): A New Interpretation:

1 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Qurra !By HowitzerQurra are people of the villages and not the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0521294533

quran recieters ? author clearly tries to diminish the importance of this small but very vocal group of early muslims
..... they killed uthman , supported Ali and always fought against tyrants ....in away they saved |slam from extinction at
the hands of pagan arabs ...may God reward them with the best of rewards

This book is asequel to the author's IsSlamic History A.D. 600-750 (A.H. 132). A New Interpretation. It presents for
the first time a clear narrative analysis of the central eventsin the Islamic domains between the rise of the 'Abbasids
and the Saljug invasion (A.D. 750-1055/ A.H. 132-448). This period witnessed the establishment of a new regime, its
failure to live up to its revolutionary ideals and the gradual dissolution of avast empireinto lesser political entitles.
Thetask of creating a political structure supported by viable institutions to rule their territories proved beyond the
'‘Abbasids. Nor were they able to accomplish the economic integration of the empire, largely expanding urban centres
with those of the rural communities. The result was endemic revoltsin rural areas, notably those of Babak, the Zanj
and the Qaramita. The wealth of the 'Abbasid empire attracted vast volumes of international trade. Each region in the
empire wished to pursue its own interest in this trade, and competition for an ever-larger share soon developed into
uncontrollable interregional strife. Lacking political and economic organization to maintain the integrity of their
empire, the 'Abbasids resorted to military power. Consequently military leaders established their own rule in the
regions and became powerful adversariesto central government. On the other hand the local populations in the outer
provinces rose under their chiefs and also became aggressive opponents. It is these devel opments that explain the rise
of the Tahirids, Samanids, Saffarids, Buyids, Ghaznavids, Tulunids, Hamdanids, and other regional power groups. Dr
Shaban also studies the rise to power in Tunisiaand later in Egypt, replacing the crumbling rule of military dynasties
in both provinces. The revolutionary idealism of the Fatimids, however, failed to win the support of their subject
populations, and their economic policies led to the ruination of their regime. The arrival of the Saljugs on the scene
marks the beginning of anew epoch in Islamic history. Dr Shaban has based his book on afresh study of the original
sources, and he offers many new and challenging insights into the historical account of the period. He has kept in view
the needs of the reader who might be bewildered by the mass of proper names involved and has deliberately
concentrated on the main outlines of the period as awhole.

From the Back CoverThis book is a sequel to the author's Islamic History A.D. 600-750 (A.H. 132). A New
Interpretation. It presents for the first time a clear narrative analysis of the central eventsin the Islamic domains
between the rise of the 'Abbasids and the Saljuq invasion (A.D. 750-1055/A.H. 132-448).This period witnessed the
establishment of anew regime, itsfailureto live up to its revolutionary ideals and the gradual dissolution of avast
empireinto lesser political entities. The task of creating a political structure supported by viable institutions to rule
their territories proved beyond the 'Abbasids. Nor were they able to accomplish the economic integration of the
empire, largely because they could not reconcile the economic interests of the rapidly expanding urban centres with
those of the rural communities. The result was endemic revoltsin rural areas, notably those of Babak, the Zanj and the
Qaramita. The wealth of the '‘Abbasid empire attracted vast volumes of international trade. Each region in the empire
wished to pursue its own interest in this trade, and competition for an ever-larger share soon developed into
uncontrollable interregional strife. Lacking political and economic organization to maintain the integrity of their
empire, the 'Abbasids resorted to military power. Consequently military leaders established their own rulein the
regions and became powerful adversariesto central government. On the other hand the local populations in the outer
provinces rose under their chiefs and also became aggressive opponents. It is these devel opments that explain the rise
of the Tahirids, Samanids, Saffarids, Buyids, Ghaznavids, Tulunids, Hamdanids, and other regional powergroups.Dr
Shaban also studies the rise to power of the Fatimids, who established themselves in power in Tunisiaand later in
Egypt, replacing the crumbling rule of military dynastiesin both provinces. The revolutionary idealism of the
Fatimids, however, failed to win the support of their subject populations, and their economic policies|led to the
ruination of their regime. The arrival of the Saljugs on the scene marks the beginning of a new epoch in Islamic
history.Dr Shaban has based his book on a fresh study of the original sources, and he offers many new and challenging
insights into the historical account of the period. He has kept in view the needs of the reader who might be bewildered
by the mass of proper names involved and has deliberately concentrated on the main outlines of the period as a
whole.About the AuthorShaban is Reader in Arabic and Islamic Studies at the University of Exeter.



