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Seyyed Hossein Nasr : Islam: Religion, History, and Civilization  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Islam: Religion, History, and Civilization: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Good book!By Alejandro RamirezI purchased this book without 
having the slightest idea about Islam. After reading it, I can say I learned a lot, especially in the area of Islam and 
International Relations, pertaining to how it spread over the Muslim world, and the world as it is. This book would be 
a great addition to the libraries of some politicians nowadays, as they create policy affecting Islamic countries. Also, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0060507144


the fact that it was written by someone from the Middle-east gives it a lot more validity in my view. A must read!0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. AhaBy Soupy, New York !!Memorable . Good size to hold . Nice .Got it 
for $11 in fall 2004 . I am not sure it is not registered clearly to me because I do not have enough background or the 
book is not super-clear but it is written better than other textbook to me . I consider it quite reasonably priced, good, 
and a good learning experience .2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. well explainedBy Jethel M Fiallo 
PWell explained, easy to understand and very enlightened for those who want to understand this religion / civilization 
without entering into too deep explanations and or reflections.

The world's leading Islamicist offers a concise introduction to this rich and diverse tradition of 1.2 billion adherents. In 
this informative and clear introduction to the world of Islam, Seyyed Hossein Nasr explores the following topics in 
depth: What Is Islam? The Doctrines and Beliefs of Islam Islamic Practices and Institutions The History of Islam 
Schools of Islamic Thought Islam in the Contemporary World Islam and Other Religions The Spiritual and Religious 
Significance of Islam 

From BooklistFinally, a good, up-to-date introduction to Islamic faith and history. Providing compelling analysis of 
contemporary Islam and its conflicts without overwhelming the reader with information, Nasr, one of the most 
admired Islamicists, introduces all the important movements and beliefs of Islam in broad, sweeping sections on the 
history of Islam, the schools of Islamic thought, and other topics. Whereas most introductions breeze past the diversity 
within Islam to focus on the common ground, Nasr proves himself equal to the challenge of distilling 1,400 years of 
faith and history by discussing and lauding Islamic diversity in some detail; for instance, he treats Sufism and Shi'ism 
in general and also historic and contemporary sects within those traditions. Even readers of Karen Armstrong's Islam 
(2000), by far the most popular introduction to Islam, will learn a lot here, although Nasr lacks the compelling 
narrative voice that makes Armstrong so popular. His is a deep, thoughtful, sympathetic introduction to the diversity 
and history of Islamic faith and practice. John GreenCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved A 
valuable primer on a religion that, for all its monolithic appearances, is as splintered as any other. (Kirkus s)[A] 
classical and timeless text....that manages to be sweeping in scope yet accessible in style. (Publishers Weekly)[A] 
deep, thoughtful, sympathetic introduction to the diversity and history of Islamic faith and practice. (Booklist)About 
the AuthorSeyyed Hossein Nasr is university professor of Islamic Studies at George Washington University. Author of 
over fifty books, Professor Nasr is a well-known and highly respected intellectual figure both in the West and in the 
Islamic world. Born in Tehran, raised from the age of twelve in the United States, and a graduate of MIT and Harvard 
University, Nasr is well qualified to explain Islam to a Western audience. He appears frequently on Meet the Press, as 
well as other national news shows. 


