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Bernard Lewis: Idam in History: |deas, People, and Eventsin the Middle East before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Islam in History: |deas, People, and Eventsin the
Middle East:

5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Where is the truth?By Stephen Wallerl understand that Prof Lewisis
alleged to be an expert in middle eastern studies, and isthe "go to guy" when leaders want to know details so they can
make decisions regarding the region. | am not aleader. | am an educated 59 y/o physician who wanted to improve my
understanding of the religion and people of the middle east. | gave this book my utmost attention and actually read it
twice. | researched Dr Lewis, hislife and myriad of accolades and awards.l gave him every benefit of the doubt that he
was indeed an expert in the field? However, after every effort on my behalf and giving my best attention | now know
nothing more of the "people" of the Islamic faith, how and why they feel asthey do toward the west than | did before |
started. After enduring many lectures over my years of study Dr Lewisimpresses me as a professor who enjoys
hearing himself talk though knows little of the indepth material of which he speaks. When was the last time and for
that matter how much time did Dr Lewis actually spend with the very people of the region for which heis so
knowledgeable.My only conclusion is that the audiance for which this particular book was written is afar more
enlightened and educated group than which | am included. My personal advice to those are considering the purchase
of thisbook is to save your money unless you too are amember of his exclusive club of intellectual middle east
experts.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy John KirkpatrickAccurate and perceptive
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analysisl of 2 people found the following review helpful. Articulation of the Fine PointsBy Terry TuckerBernard
Lewisis considered the foremost authority on the Middle East and has written many highly acclaimed works. This
book has 32 essays that focus on very specific topics. Each essay is presented aobjectively and his technical expertise
and depth of knowledge is masterly.My personal favoritesin this collection are the essays on Muslim History and
Historians, History and Revolution, New Idea's and lastly, the section on New Events.Essays are designed to stand
alone, however, when read consecutively as part of a section, also add further clarity as part of the larger topic.

From the first expansion of Islam to the exploits of Saddam Hussein, Middle Eastern society has been fatefully
involved with the West. This revised and updated collection of essays by aleading Western expert on Islam and the
Middle East gives essential background to the present Middle Eastern conflicts and their interaction, through mutual
misunderstanding, with Western conceptions. From the first expansion of 1slam to the exploits of Saddam Hussein,
Middle Eastern society has been fatefully involved with the West. This revised and updated collection of essays by a
Western expert on Islam and the Middle East gives valuable background information in relation to the present Middle
Eastern conflicts and their interaction, through mutual misunderstanding, with Western conceptions.

From Library JournalLewis (Near Eastern studies, Emeritus, Princeton Univ.) is noted for his many valuable historical
works on the Middle East. This revised and updated collection of historical essays (Alcove, 1973) adds commentary
on more recent events such as Anwar Sadat's assassination, the Salman Rushdie controversy, Khomeini'sriseto
power, and the surprising support of Sadam Hussein by some Arab groups. Nineteen of the original 21 essays have
been reworked and combined with 13 additional historical/historiographical essays focused on contemporary events.
Lewisslucid style brings a fresh perspective and understanding to scholar and casual reader alike. Highly
recommended.- Paulal. Nielson, Loyola Marymount Univ. Lib., Los AngelesCopyright 1993 Reed Business
Information, Inc.About the AuthorBernard Lewis, Professor Emeritus of Near Eastern Studies at Princeton University,
is considered the leading expert on Islam in the West.



