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N.I. Matar : Islam For Beginners  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Islam For Beginners: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Introduction to Islamic history customs. By CustomerA very basic 
book on the history of Islam, spanning from Spain to the Middle East. It is a very simple over view of a region and 
people through the "lens" of history and some insight of how it arrived at it's current position. Most of the pages are of 
drawings and writings covering very general concepts. Good for someone who wants some general knowledge on the 
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subject. 1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. very good, but limitedBy MagymeI think it does an 
excellent job in presenting the basics of Islam. It must of course be written from a respectfully muslim perspective, 
which is why (understandably) Muhammad is treated with such veneration.There are some aspects in which it falls 
short, however. It makes little mention on how the schools of though in which Islam morphed (the Sunni side) relate to 
each other, and how people who sucribe to each one of those views are divided, for example.Also, it presents no 
criticism at all, but then again, it's not what this book is for. There are several books written on the faults of Islam to 
read later. Definately a book to purchase if you want a short introduction that beats the Wikipedia's.6 of 9 people 
found the following review helpful. Outstanding Primer for the UninitiatedBy David KearnsIf you have no knowledge 
or very little knowledge of Islam, and you want to get a quick overview, I found this to be a remarkable title. I've 
personally given away 1/2 a dozen or so.If you are looking for more in depth answers to questions that you have, I 
recommend visiting your local mosque or Islamic center to see if they have classes.

Five times a day, close to a billion people turn to the Kaaba in submission to Allah/God. In the seventeenth century the 
religion of Islam was revealed to the prophet Mohammad through the Holy Koran. Since then, Islam has spread to 
every center of the world.Starting with the life of the prophet Mohammed, Islam For Beginners details the historic 
beginnings of Islam and its spread throughout the Middle East and Africa on to the European and American 
continents. It describes the major achievements of the Muslim community worldwide and examines the influence 
Islam has had on other cultures. In keeping with Islamic tradition, the illustrations in the book are rendered in two-
dimensional silhouettes and shadows and include the repetitive, extendible patterns representative of Islamic 
expression.
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