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Umut Azak : Islam and Secularism in Turkey: Kemalism, Religion and the Nation State (International Library 
of Twentieth Century History)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised Islam and Secularism in Turkey: Kemalism, Religion and the Nation State (International Library of 
Twentieth Century History): 

Kemal Ataturk's Republic of Turkey was set up in 1923 as a secular state, sweeping political, social, cultural and 
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religious reforms followed. Islam was no longer the official religion of the state, the Sultanate was abolished and all 
Turkish citizens were declared equal without reference to religion. But though, in Azak's phrase, ""secularism was the 
central tenet of Kemalism,"" fear of a resurgent, even fanatical, Islam, continued to haunt the state. Azak's revisionist 
and original study sets out the struggle between religion and secularism but shows how Ataturk labored for an 
idealized ""Turkish Islam"" -- the ""social cement"" of the nation -- stripped of superstition and obscurantism and 
linked to modern science and positivist philosophy. ""Turkish Islam"" has retained its traditional forms in the modern 
state and Ataturk's Mausoleum dominates the capital and continues to inspire a popular, quasi-religious devotion.

""The most innovative aspect lies in the fact that [she] redefines the struggle in Turkey not as one between Islam and 
Secularism, but between 'good and bad' Islam. It is a remarkably mature work."" -- Professor Erik-Jan Zurcher, 
Director of the International Institute of Social History (IISH), Amsterdam and Professor of Turkish Studies at the 
University of Leiden.""The first extensive scientific account on these decisive years of the formation of the modern 
Turkish political cultureIslam and Secularism in Turkey is the outcome of a systematic and intelligent exploration of a 
very wide corpus."" -- Hamit Bozarslan, Assistant Professor at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris 
and Co-director of IISMM (Institut dEtudes de lislam et des socits du monde musulman)About the AuthorUmut Azak 
graduated in Political Science and International Relations at Bogazici University, Istanbul and after research at 
Sabanci University, Istanbul, completed her PhD at the University of Leiden. She has taught and researched at Sabanci 
University, the Centre for Non-Western Studies (CNWS) and the Department of Turkish Studies at the University of 
Leiden, in the Department of Arabic, Persian and Turkish Languages at the University of Utrecht and is a Fellow at the 
Institute for the Study of Islam in the Modern World (ISIM) at Leiden. 


