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Maya Shatzmiller : Islam and Bosnia: Conflict Resolution and Foreign Policy in Multi-Ethnic States  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Islam and Bosnia: Conflict 
Resolution and Foreign Policy in Multi-Ethnic States: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A series of solid, careful, scholarly studiesBy Midwest Book 
ReviewCompiled and edited by Maya Shatzmiller (Professor, Department of History, University of Western Ontario), 
Islam And Bosnia: Conflict Resolution And Foreign Policy In Multi-Ethnic States provides the reader with a series of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0773524134


solid, careful, scholarly studies on the causes of the Bosnian war. Supporting the opinion that civil war lies in much 
more than "ancient hatreds", and describing how complex changes in culture eroded the fragile bonds that held 
together a multi-ethnic state under the dominance of Tito's implacable communist regime, Islam And Bosnia reveals a 
transformation in the nature of nationalism, from a secular oriented society to one emphasizing religion, ethnicity and 
territory. With its series of compelling and meticulous presentations, Islam And Bosnia is a highly recommended, 
informed and informative contribution to contemporary Islamic Studies and International Studies academic reference 
collections and reading lists.0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Insightful but not easy readingBy 
NCWhile Ms. Shatzmiller's provides a vast amount of historical information regarding the history of Islam and Bosnia, 
getting through this book is a challenge due to the heavy language and writing style of the author. Admittedly, she has 
chosen to address a complicated topic however what I had hoped to be enlightening turned out to be a chore. As a 
result, much to my disappointment, I have yet to make it through to the end of this book, nor have I gained the insight 
that I had hoped to from reading this book.

Islam and Bosnia re-examines the conflict of the 1990s from the perspectives of international relations, conflict 
resolution, and history as well as psychology, anthropology, and cultural studies. Rejecting the primordialist, or 
"ancient hatreds," interpretation as the root of the conflict, the authors detail how a complex cultural transformation led 
to the erosion of what had been the common inclusionist base of a multi-ethnic state and brought about a new 
exclusionist nationalism. By pulling together the individual elements of culture, society, and foreign policy and 
analysing their interaction, Islam and Bosnia demonstrates how the secular romantic nationalism of the nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries, centred on history, language, and landscape, was overthrown in favour of one that 
highlighted religion, race, and territory. Islam and Bosnia shows how the Bosnian conflict bears on the wider contexts 
of cultural paradigms, deadly conflicts, and the formulation of foreign policy. It argues for a new perspective in 
foreign policy-making, one that would embrace and incorporate better and deeper knowledge and understanding of 
culture, history, and ideology. Contributors include Tone Bringa (University of Bergen), Amila Buturovic (York 
University), John V.A. Fine (University of Michigan), Peter W. Galbraith (former U.S. ambassador to Croatia), 
Graham N. Green (former Canadian ambassador to Croatia), Nader Hashemi (Ph.D. candidate, University of Toronto), 
John M. Reid, (information commissionaire for Canada), Andrs Riedlmayer (Harvard University), Michael A. Sells 
(Haverford College), Donald W. Smith (former Canadian ambassador to Croatia), and Vamik D. Volkan (University 
of Virginia).
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