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Tamara Sonn : Islam: A Brief History  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Islam: A Brief History: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy D. JamesVery useful and informative.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Homage to the masterBy J. F. ThorlinThe writing gives a rather Pollyannish view 
of Islam. Generally easy reading.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy jeanneGreat book
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Reflecting recent global developments, the second edition of this illuminating introduction to Islamic history expands 
its coverage of the Quran, Sufism, and Muslim views on human rights, including the rights of women. An expanded 
new edition of this concise, illuminating introduction to Islam, written by one of the fields leading scholars Spans 
Islamic history from the life of Muhammad and the birth of Islamic ideals, through Islams phenomenal geographical 
expansion and cultural development, to the creation of modern states and its role in todays global society Features 
expanded coverage of the Quran, Sufism, and Muslim views on human rights, including the rights of women Includes 
fascinating vignettes of Islamic life, representing mainstream Muslim viewpoints on issues of global concern Explores 
the complex interrelationships of cultural, political, and ideological developments woven throughout Islamic history, 
drawing on specific examples including current developments in Pakistan 

"Sonn provides a significant new analysis of the range of contemporary Muslim thought as well as updating sections in 
light of recent scholarship. These changes mean that it continues to be an essential book for those who need an 
introduction to Islam that is both readable and well-informed." John Voll, Georgetown University "This is a masterful 
study accessible to students, scholars and the general reader. Few authors are more knowledgeable or better equipped 
to write such a comprehensive and engaging introduction to the history of Islam." John L Esposito, Georgetown 
UniversityFrom the Back CoverFew subjects have gripped the Western world in the twenty-first century to the same 
degree as Islam, yet it remains widely misunderstood. This second edition of Islam: A Brief History is the ideal 
introduction, offering readers a concise yet thoroughly absorbing account of a faith that is shared by more than a 
billion people today. Beginning with an account of the life of Muhammad and the birth of Islamic ideals, the book 
spans Islams phenomenal geographical expansion and cultural development, right up to the creation of modern states 
and the current situation in Islamic societies. Reflecting recent global developments, the second edition expands its 
coverage of the Quran, Sufism, and Muslim views on human rights, including the rights of women. It also includes 
fascinating vignettes of Islamic life, increasing its representation of mainstream Muslim viewpoints on issues of global 
concern. The books accessible structure and Tamara Sonns lively writing style illuminate the complex 
interrelationships of cultural, political, and ideological developments woven throughout Islamic history. Timely and 
concise, Islam: A Brief History is an indispensable introduction to Islam and its role in todays global society.About the 
AuthorTamara Sonn is the William R. Kenan, Jr., Professor of Humanities in the Department of Religious Studies at 
the College of William Mary. She is the author of numerous books, including Interpreting Islam (1996) and 
Comparing Religions through Law (with J. Neusner, 1999), and is co-editor-in-chief of the Wiley-Blackwell online 
journal, Religion Compass. 


