
(Pdf free) Invisible Agents: Spirits in a Central African History (New African Histories)

Invisible Agents: Spirits in a Central African History (New African 
Histories)

David M. Gordon 
ePub | *DOC | audiobook | ebooks | Download PDF 

#1333022 in Books 2012-11-01Original language:EnglishPDF # 1 9.00 x .90 x 6.00l, .85 #File Name: 
0821420240384 pages | File size: 71.Mb

David M. Gordon : Invisible Agents: Spirits in a Central African History (New African Histories)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Invisible Agents: Spirits in a 
Central African History (New African Histories): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Powerful analysis of Zambian history through a non-traditional 
analysis.By Mariama White-HammondGordon looks at Zambian history through the Zambian concept of interaction 
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between the material world and the spiritual world. This is not a religious book, but it does examines how people's 
shared belief systems direct the course of human history. I appreciated his in-depth analysis and his critique of 
scholars who try to analyze others lives through their own lens rather than listening to the ideas of the people they are 
studying. Great book!

Invisible Agents shows how personal and deeply felt spiritual beliefs can inspire social movements and influence 
historical change. Conventional historiography concentrates on the secular, materialist, or moral sources of political 
agency. Instead, David M. Gordon argues, when people perceive spirits as exerting power in the visible world, these 
beliefs form the basis for individual and collective actions. Focusing on the history of the south-central African 
country of Zambia during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, his analysis invites reflection on political and 
religious realms of action in other parts of the world, and complicates the post-Enlightenment divide of sacred and 
profane.The book combines theoretical insights with attention to local detail and remarkable historical sweep, from 
oral narratives communicated across slave-trading routes during the nineteenth century, through the violent conflicts 
inspired by Christian and nationalist prophets during colonial times, and ending with the spirits of Pentecostal rebirth 
during the neoliberal order of the late twentieth century. To gain access to the details of historical change and personal 
spiritual beliefs across this long historical period, Gordon employs all the tools of the African historian. His own 
interviews and extensive fieldwork experience in Zambia provide texture and understanding to the narrative. He also 
critically interprets a diverse range of other sources, including oral traditions, fieldnotes of anthropologists, missionary 
writings and correspondence, unpublished state records, vernacular publications, and Zambian newspapers.Invisible 
Agents will challenge scholars and students alike to think in new ways about the political imagination and the invisible 
sources of human action and historical change.

Despite the enormous richnessof the literature on the history ofreligion in Africa, i can think ofno other book which 
brings theinsights of that literature to bearso directly and convincingly to theinterpretation of modern politicalhistory. 
This is a great book. Meghan Vaughan,University of Cambridge 


